
 

PLEASE REVIEW THIS INFORMATION BEFORE THE START OF SUMMER ART CAMP – Ontario’s 

Day Camp Health and Safety guidelines bring many changes this year. Be sure you understand 

what your child(ren) needs to bring to camp, the drop-off and pick-up protocols and which 

doors to enter/exit. 

A SIGNED RELEASE OF LIABILITY WAIVER IS REQUIRED for each child in order to complete a 

Summer Art Camp registration. If you registered your child for Art Camps before June 24/2020 

– online, by phone or in person – you must complete the signed waiver and return it promptly 

to DVSA, before the camp is scheduled to begin.  
If you registered your child online from June 24/2020 onward, the waiver is now part of the online registration 

process and was completed when registering. 

 

Parents, 

Welcome to the Dundas Valley School of Art Summer Art Camps Program. Whether your young 

artist is here for one week or longer, half-days or full days, we aim to provide an inspiring and 

enriching experience.  

With the COVID-19 outbreak, we’ve had to make some changes to the logistics of the day, but 

are determined to make this as safe and fun as possible for everyone. Here is some basic 

information and simple suggestions for making the program run smoothly for everyone. 

COVID-19 Protocols 

We are thrilled to be re-opening DVSA for our summer camps. However, we must follow very 

strict guidelines set out by the Ontario Ministry of Health to ensure everyone’s safety. For a 

detailed outline of the protocols DVSA is following, please see the link here. 

● All campers must bring their own: 

○ Snacks 

○ Drinks 

○ Lunch (if applicable) 

○ Sunscreen 

○ Sunhat 

https://dvsa.ca/health-safety
https://dvsa.ca/health-safety


○ Non-surgical masks (min. of 2, 3 recommended) 

None of the above items may be shared 

● For the duration, there will be no access to the school’s vending machines 

● No soft toys are permitted 

● All personal items should be labelled with the child’s name 

● Students in some camps may be required to bring their own basic materials in a               

container clearly labelled with their name. If this applies to your child’s camp, it will be                

communicated in the pre-camp email. Items generally include: 

○ Pencils 

○ Eraser 

○ Pencil sharpener 

○  Ruler 

○  Scissors 

○ Crayons 

○ Markers 

○ Pencil crayons 

○ Glue sticks 

 None of the above items may be shared 

 

Face Masks 

Ontario Ministry of Health Day Camp guidelines require all students, faculty and staff to wear a                

non-surgical face mask at all times while in the school and outside where social distancing is not                 

possible. Please ensure your child understands the expectations and arrives with 2-3 masks for              

their day. We also request all parents and care-givers to wear a mask during pick-up and                

drop-off. 

 

School Security 

For the benefit of all campers, faculty, assistants and staff, the school will be kept locked during                 

our programs. If you need to come into the school for any reason, please call first:                

905-628-6357 #0. 

You will be told which entrance may be safely used and a staff member will meet you there.                  

Please note that Ontario Ministry of Health guidelines stipulate we must track everyone who              

enters the school for a period of 15 minutes or more. As a result, you may be asked for contact                    



details that must be provided. The Hamilton Department of Health requires this information to              

undertake any contract tracing in the event of an outbreak. 

 

Drop-Off – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Morning camps begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 12:00 p.m. Drop-off for the morning begins at 

9:00 a.m. Students will not gather in the front yard (as has been the routine in the past), but 

are to go directly to the designated entrance/exit location for their camp to wait.  

Afternoon camps begin at 1:00 p.m and end at 3:30 p.m. Drop-off begins no earlier than 12:50 

p.m. Again, students will not gather in the front yard, but are to go directly to the designated 

entrance/exit location for their camp to wait.  

For students staying all day, a supervised lunch break is provided from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

Each studio has a specific drop-off and pick-up entrance/exit location, which will be 

communicated in the pre-camp email. A camp assistant will be outside at each entrance to 

greet the students, take their temperature and take you through a quick questionnaire to 

ensure your child is healthy and has not been exposed to anyone with COVID. 

From there campers will go directly to the studio where they will have an assigned workspace 

that is socially distanced from other campers. 

We appreciate children arriving and leaving on time.  

When arriving in the morning or afternoon, please wait at a 2 metre distance from other 

parents and campers, at the appropriate entrance. We would ask that all those waiting to sign 

in or pick-up a camper wear a mask. 

The school must be notified if a child needs to leave early. For teens, we request that you send 

a note if you are giving permission for your child to leave the school for lunch. Please call and 

notify the front office if your child will be either picked up by someone other than yourself, or 

absent from camp (905) 628-6357 Ext. # 0. 

We love dogs here at DVSA, however, not all children are comfortable with them. Please refrain 

from bringing along your dog for camp drop-off or pick-up. 

 



Pick-Up – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Morning pick-up is at 12:00 p.m.  Afternoon pick-up is from 3:30 to 3:45 p.m.. 

As a security measure, at the end of the morning/afternoon camp sessions, parents must come 

to the school and go to the program’s designated entrance. An assistant will inform the 

instructor your child may be released from the studio and they will be brought to the exit to 

meet you.  

 

Extended Care 

For families making use of our Extended Care program, drop off begins at 7:30 a.m. and pick up 

ends at 6:00 p.m. Please use our front door (not the back door, as it has been in the past). On 

arrival, please ring the doorbell so an assistant can take temperatures, etc. and ensure your 

child is safely delivered to the Extended Care studio. Families interested in Extended Care must 

pre-register. The program is not available for casual use. 

 

Traffic Safety & Parking 

The corner of Hatt & Ogilvie is a very busy intersection and finding parking is not always easy. 

Please refer to this map for parking options. The school is concerned for our students’ safety 

and strongly recommends that parents park in the nearby lots and meters and walk to the 

school to pick up their child. The area of Ogilvie St. directly in front of the school is a no 

stopping zone.  We now have a quick stop area for drop off and pick up located west of our 

back driveway on Hatt St. 10 minute limit. Please take the extra time needed to ensure that 

everyone may arrive and leave safely. 

Please do not park in our small back parking lot. This is for DVSA staff only. 

 

Allergy/Health Concerns 

Allergy/medical information for your child was requested when registering and we have it in 

our records. If you feel we need to know anything further and/or information has changed, 

please print and complete this form and drop it off at the office on the first day of camp. 

Peanut-based foods are not allowed at DVSA as it poses a serious risk for children with peanut 

allergies. 

https://dvsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/dvsa-parking-map-web.pdf
https://dvsa.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/dvsa-emergencyalert-form.pdf


Our school uses many recyclables for the creation of our masterpieces. We always try to find 

materials that are non-toxic and washable. Parents should be aware that there are some 

airborne dust particles in the Pottery Studio. 

 

Behaviour 

We will be reinforcing sensible behaviour and kindness to others in the studios and especially 

outdoors. DVSA reserves the right to remove a student from a camp for disciplinary reasons. 

Please note: children are not to bring toys into the studios. 

 

Clothing 

Remember, the creative process can be just as messy as it is enjoyable. Please dress your child 

in clothes which are practical and washable, or provide a large shirt which can be worn over 

top.  You might also consider short sleeves, no jewelry, and long hair pulled back, especially if 

your artist is working in clay. Face masks are required at all times when in the school. 

 

Drinks 

On a hot summer day, the artists are bound to get thirsty.  It is a good idea to send along an 

extra drinking box and/or water bottle. You know your child’s needs best. Please ensure the 

water bottle is clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

 

Recess 

Morning and afternoon camps are broken up by a 15-minute recess period for indoor or 

outdoor play, depending on weather conditions. On hot days, we follow the HWDSB guidelines 

when determining if recess will be outdoors or inside. The artists may also have a snack at this 

time. Again, please remember peanut-based foods are not allowed at DVSA. 

The recess and lunch periods are supervised by several staff members, however not all 

situations can be anticipated and accidents do happen as in any playground.  Should any 

concerns arise, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Camp Transfers/Switches 

Please be advised that you are welcome to transfer/switch your child's camp at any time. 



However, due to the administrative time involved processing each transfer, a fee of $15.00 + 

HST per transfer/switch will be applied. More information on this and our policies can be found 

here. 

 

Photos 

From time to time, DVSA takes photographs of our students at work for use in our publications, 

on our website or in grant materials. For privacy reasons, students are NEVER identified. The 

photographs are not released to any other group and are not used for commercial purposes. If 

you do not wish to have your child photographed, please inform the school office. 

 

We appreciate your cooperation and comments. Please reach out at 905-628-6357 #0 if you 

have further questions. We look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely, 

– The DVSA Team 

  

https://dvsa.ca/policies/
https://dvsa.ca/policies/

