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Championing creativity and inspired art

The overwhelming success of our 48th edition of 
the DVSA Art Auction suggests you can!
A record year for art submissions and a sell out crowd of art 
lovers on Saturday’s Live Auction Night ensured this year’s 
edition of the DVSA Annual Art Auction was another smash 
success. 

“The response from regional artists was phenomenal,” 
says Heather Vaugeois, auction coordinator and Director of 
Advancement for DVSA. “We were hard pressed to find space 
for all the art submissions, so we opened up Studio 6 just to be 
able to display all the work.”

Thousands of art lovers visited the school over the three days in April to 
view the art-filled studios and bid on new pieces. Proceeds from the event 
directly benefit local artists and fund DVSA’s mission to provide high-quality 
and accessible visual arts education programs for the region.

A big thank you goes to the many individuals, businesses and contributing 
artists that supported the event. And to our over 350 volunteers who help 
us mount the auction each year, our gratitude for your time and efforts. 

Making Art 
Together
Outreach art programs 
promote hands-on art 
experiences for all
Participants in DVSA’s Community 
Art Experience program (above) 
make the most of a frosty November 
afternoon to break out the brushes 
and other tools to create some 
wintery themed art together. 

The Community Art Experience is 
offered to youth who are part of the 
Social Opportunities, Activities and 
Relationships (SOAR Program) of the 
Big Brothers & Big Sisters chapters 
of Hamilton. For some children, this 
is their first art experience outside of 
their elementary school classes. This 
is just one of several art outreach 
programs we offer for participants 
of all ages and backgrounds where 
opportunities to engage in hands-
on art experiences are not always 
accessible.

DVSA Makes  
An Impact
$2,523,370 – that’s the  
estimated economic impact DVSA 
had on Ontario’s economy for 
2017 in terms of Gross Domestic 
Product, employment and taxes 
generated. The impressive 
figure, included in a recent report 
generated by the Ontario Ministry 
of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
TREIM model, demonstrates 
the growing reach of DVSA’s 
mission to serve the local artistic 
community and make a difference 
in the lives of Hamiltonians through 
the visual arts.

Just Can’t Get 
Enough Of March
“I’ve never seen my son so excited to get 
to Art Camp – he practically runs from the 
car! It was the best March Break ever.” So 
says Heather Sferrazza, whose son was one 
of over 200 young artists who took part in 
an action-packed March Break week filled 
with Drawing, Painting, Pottery, Cartooning, 
Printmaking and more. And with help from 
a number of generous corporate donors, 
we were able to provide fifteen bursaries to 
families who otherwise wouldn’t be able to 
afford to send their young artists to Art Camp. 
Best March Break ever, indeed!

“I’ve never seen my son so excited to get to Art Camp –  

he practically runs from the car!”

Letting Go Of Creative Fears
Our FOR THE PETRIFIED SERIES for absolute beginner 
artists is a hit with students

“It’s been 
inspirational,” 
says Marina 
Intson, a Painting 
for the Petrified 
graduate now 
enrolled in our 
Drawing edition 
of the class. “Art 
has always been 
a challenge for 
me and yet I’m 
drawing. I’m 
painting. I’m 
motivated to 
make art on my 
own at home, 
and that’s a big 
testament.”

Our “For The 
Petrified” 
series of art 
classes offers 
shorter, absolute 
beginner 
courses in four 
key disciplines 
– Painting, 
Drawing, Pottery 
and Printmaking. 
They’ve been 
such a hit with 
our students, we’ve had to add 
more sessions to accommodate the 
demand. Most importantly, they are 
bringing a whole new generation of 
artists into our DVSA studios. 

The Petrified 
classes are 
specifically 
designed 
for absolute 
beginners, 
offering a low-key 
atmosphere and 
the encouraging 
hand-hold they 
might require 
to get over any 
initial creative 
trepidation. 
Artists receive an 
introduction to 
the discipline, a 
chance to explore 
and experiment, 
and ultimately 
a boost of 
confidence about 
their artistic 
potential. After 
taking a Petrified 
class, participants 
often feel ready 
to take a full 
Beginner course 
and continue 
their creative 
journey. 

“I love helping people build their 
skills and confidence,” says instructor, 
Alison Sawatzky, our Drawing and 
Painting For The Petrified guru. “I get 
more excited by the work the students 
create than they do!”

Welcome Kathron Hann
Kathron joins our DVSA team in the role of Business 
Manager, bringing extensive experience from her previous 
post as Accounting Manager at Hillfield Strathallan College. 
Having been battled tested during the art auction weekend and 
surviving with poise, she’s a much welcomed addition!

“I’m drawing. I’m painting.  

I’m motivated to make art  

on my own at home, and 

that’s a big testament.”

Who Says You Can’t 
Buy Love?
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Presented in partnership by DVSA, 
Carnegie Gallery and Dundas Museum 
and Archives, along with the support 
of Mohawk College’s Continuing 
Education program, the third edition 
of Winterblooms drew hundreds 
of art and floral lovers to all three 
Dundas locations in January. The four 
day event features free exhibitions 
of original artworks and precious 
artifacts, accompanied by fresh floral 
arrangements that take their inspiration 
from their paired work of art. 

Says Claire Loughheed, our Executive 
Director, “Visitors continue to tell us 
how the combination of flowers and 
great art and artifacts lifts their spirits in 
the midst of a dreary winter. It’s a great 
community builder for all!”

ART AND FLOWERS BRING 
WARMTH TO WINTER
The third edition of Winterblooms featured inspired new art and 
artifacts and a team of florists ready to show off their imaginations

I GOT IT!
Nothing’s better than seeing one of 
our Little Black Frame Mystery Art 
Night guests all smiles, thrilled to 
choose one of their favourite picks of 
artwork from the wall. 

Last November’s fundraiser sold out 
in just ten days and upon viewing 
the awe-inspiring spectacle of works 
donated by our contributing artists, 
it’s no wonder everyone wants to get 
in on the fun.

A unique twist on the art lottery 
format, Little Black Frame 
features over 150 stunning art 
pieces contained in a little black 
frame — each work created by an 
established or emerging local artist. 
When attendees hear their ticket 
number drawn, they can choose a 
favourite piece, not knowing who 
made the masterpiece until it’s in 
their hands. With music, cocktails 
and hors d’oeuvres to add to the 
atmosphere, Little Black Frame is 
Hamilton’s hottest art party and a 
great showcase for our DVSA and 
local artists. 

“Visitors continue to tell 
us how the combination 
of flowers and great art 
and artifacts lifts their 
spirits in the midst of a 

dreary winter.”

Creative 
Connections
DVSA’s Artist Connection programs engage 

thousands of Hamilton-Wentworth students

Local artist, Michelle Guitard, works with Grade 4 students 
at St. Joachim Catholic Elementary School adding 
colour to their wild animals, a multi-media project that 
emphasized line, colour and form. 

Michelle’s visit to the school was part of DVSA’s Artist 
Connection 4 Program, a unique art exhibition featuring 
accompanying artist talks and workshops and designed to 
create a relationship between the visual arts community and 
Hamilton region schools. DVSA is currently running three 
Artist Connection programs – AC3, 4 & 5. Combined, they 
travel each year to 27 schools in the Hamilton-Wentworth and 
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Boards offering 
over 25,000 students in Grades JK-12 the opportunity to 

participate in quality visual arts programming.

Our latest Artists’ Connection program, AC6: Artist as Environmentalist is 
scheduled to launch in September. AC6 features new artwork from local artists that 
challenges ideas and thinking around environmental issues.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
With funding help from our Annual Campaign, we now have the “finest raku 
area in the region” (or so says our Pottery technician and instructor, Michael 
Collins). A new shed (left, at back) to store all the raku firing tools and an 
extended roof (left, above) for inclement weather ensures our students can 
continue to pull their glowing ceramic works from the kiln – rain or shine.

Other recent capital campaign projects addressed challenges with our historic 
building and improved the comfort levels of our growing student body. We 
were able to purchase new photography lighting, palette tables for painting 
classes and a new sound system for the Loft Studio (much needed during 
the auction). Our Print Studio also received a makeover, with a new sink and 
darkroom space designed to make classes more productive. And we insulated 
our back storage area to create more room for supplies. Fast-tracked for 
this term is an accessibility button at the front door to automate the door’s 
opening and assist our art gear laden students – a request we hear repeatedly. 
Thank you to all our Annual Campaign supporters – your contributions make 
these improvements possible.


