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Championing creativity and inspired art

DVSA’s Student Juried Art Show showcases the 
high quality art being created in our studios

“I’m gobsmacked!” So exclaimed DVSA printmaking artist, 
Robert MacGregor, upon learning his piece, Raven, had won 
one of the Jurors’ Choice Awards in our 2018 Student Juried 
Art Show. “When the phone call came, I thought they were 
asking me to pick up my prints because there wasn’t enough 
room in the gallery. Instead, the school director said I’d won  
an award!”

Open to all DVSA students, the annual Student 
Juried Art Show is a shining example of the high 
quality art being created in our studios, providing 
an opportunity for our artists to exhibit and receive 
feedback on their work.

Over 40 pieces, representing work in various 
mediums, were selected for this year’s exhibition. 
Other winners were Carol Zic for her pottery piece 
which took the Jurors’ Choice 3-D and Sharon 
Maynard for her oil painting, “Pacific Wave,”, 
which was voted as the People’s Choice Award. A 
hearty congratulations to the winning artists and to all who 
took the leap and entered artwork this year. 

Another Record Year 
For Registrations
For the first time in DVSA’s long history, 
we welcomed over 6,000 registrants 
through the school doors to participate in 
our art education classes for 2017-18.  
This represents a 20% increase over 
the previous year and is another clear 
indicator that the programming and 
quality of instruction provided by our 
faculty continues to resonate with artists 
throughout the greater Hamilton region. 
Thank you to all our students for your 
ongoing support! 

That Was Fast!
Little Black Frame event  
sells out in just 24 hours 

Our Little Black Frame Mystery 
Art Night has confirmed its 
status as Fall’s “must attend” 
Hamilton event as art lovers 
across the city snapped up 
tickets in record time for the 
fourth edition of the November 
10 fundraiser. The artwork, all 
showcased in black frames and 
donated by local artists, has 
started arriving at the school and with over 125 stunning pieces up for grabs, 
choosing a favourite to take home is going to be very, very difficult…

It’s Showtime!



It was top marks from the teachers for local artists, Sandee Ewasiuk and Clarence 
Porter, just two of several special creative guests who visited schools in the 
Hamilton-Wentworth and Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Boards as 
part of our Artists’ Connection programs. 

“There was so much enthusiasm during our art session with Sandee,” says 
Clarerose Mascarenhas, Grade 4 teacher at Our Lady of the Assumption CES. 
“Sandee inspired each student to dream and create movement in each of their art 
pieces and use vibrant colours that dance and tells a story.” Clarence also wowed 
the students at Lake Avenue Public School with a demonstration of his vibrant 

pastel artwork and guiding the class 
in a colourful drawing exercise. The 
students were adamant he needs  
to return!

Both artist visits were part of DVSA’s 
Artists’ Connection 4 Program, 
a unique art exhibition featuring 
accompanying artist talks and 
workshops and designed to give 

students in Grades JK-12 the 
opportunity to participate in quality 
visual arts programming.

Already, Hamilton schools are 
clamouring for our newest Artists’ 
Connection program, AC6: Artist 
as Environmentalist. Scheduled 
to launch this fall, the outreach  
program features new artwork  
from local artists that challenge 
ideas and notions around 
environmental issues.

A partnership with Mohawk 
College resulted in a student team 
from the college’s Television & 
Communications Media Program 
spending several days in our 
studios, shooting footage for a short 
promotional video about DVSA as 
one of their course projects. Many 
of our students and faculty members 
happily took part, resulting in some 
great art-making footage and a 
completed promotional video for our 
Pottery department. Visit our Pottery 
webpage (dvsa.ca/pottery) to see the 
clip for yourself! 

INSPIRATIONAL GUESTS 
Artist visits provide a boost for visual arts  

programming in Hamilton schools

ROLL CAMERAS



Summer Just Gets 
Bigger and Better
It’s hard to believe we could top last summer,  
but we did!
“I didn’t think you could possibly make it any better!” raves 
parent, Rhonda Ross, about her children’s experience at DVSA 
Summer Art Camps. Once again, this past July & August, we 
welcomed children, teens and adults to our studios for what 
was our busiest summer session in history. Our young summer 
artists seized pencils, brushes and clay and went to work 
making art in camps such as Pottery-Palooza, Nature’s Art 
Box, Manga Madness, Big Mess Painting and Pop-Up Print 
Magic. 
Making the summer extra, extra special was the generous 
gesture of 5 year old North Hunter and his family, winners of 
our Summer Early Bird draw, who chose to donate their free 
summer art camp to our Foster the Ability program. Their 
donation helped us bring siblings in the Foster and Kin Family 
Program at The Children’s Aid Society of Hamilton to art camp 
for a week this summer. Now, that’s paying it forward! Thank 
you North for your part in making it a summer to remember!

Honouring Marion
Artist and alumni instructor, John 
Miecznikowski, poses with patron, 
Dr. Alvin Lee, and the sculpture he 
created and cast of our school founder, 
Marion Farnan. Commissioned by Dr. 
Alvin Lee, (an honourary DVSA board 
member), the bust now resides in our 
foyer, providing a warm reminder 
to all visitors (young and old) of 
Marion’s enduring spirit which lives on 
throughout the school. 

Building 
Bridges
Hamilton was this year’s host for 
the 2018 Canadian Down Syndrome 
Conference and DVSA was there, 
part of an ongoing partnership with 
the Down Syndrome Association of 
Hamilton, to provide workshops for 
attendees looking for their art fix. 
Workshops were run at the conference 
site and at the school. In the DVSA Print 
Studio, the artists used the conference 
theme of building bridges to print 
vibrant patterns of bridge details.

The benevolent, 
North Hunter



A prize in 
a national 
competition and 
her first solo 
show propels 
her art career 
forward

“It’s been a bit of 
a whirlwind,” says 
Janet Kimantas. 
“But wow, what 
an experience!”

A student in 
our Advanced 
Studio program 
last year, Janet 
submitted a painted self portrait to the Ottawa based 
Figureworks, a prestigious juried art competition 
focused on celebrating the human form that receives 
over 300 international submissions. The result was a 
Kama Pigments Prize, which also came with a nifty cash 
bonus. 

But, that was only the beginning. While on display in 
DVSA, the award winning portrait continued to generate 
a buzz. “The Chair of Carnegie Gallery saw it and came 
up to where I was working in the studio to see what else I was working on,” 
recalls Janet. “That visit led to my first solo show.”

Held in July, the exhibition at Carnegie Gallery in Dundas featured a selection 
of her portrait work, earning her a front page review in The Hamilton 
Spectator and garnering a terrific response.

Say Janet, “It was an intense experience. I worked non-stop on the pieces for 
close to a year.”

Much of that work was done in DVSA’s Advanced Studio program. “Thanks 
to Claire and a bursary from the school, I had the time and space to work 
and focus on my art,” says Janet. “The influence of my fellow colleagues and 
John Wilkinson was very helpful and instructive. I’d recommend it to anyone 
looking for space, advice and a collaborative working environment.” 

Janet’s year is one we’re very excited about and a fine example of the journey 
and success we hope for our artists.

Our Open 
Door Policy
An automated front door 
opener is just one of several 
new facility upgrades
The new automated door opener 
on our school front door is making 
a huge difference for those in need 
and our art supply laden students. 
It’s just one of the much needed 
facility upgrades made possible by 
donations to our Annual Campaign 
and funds from the J.P. Bickell 
Foundation. Other work includes 
three new sinks in our bustling 
Pottery Studio to accommodate 
the growing program and a new 
kiln (funded through the H.G. 
Bertram Foundation) for firing all 
the creations. We’ve also added 
much needed new paper drying 
racks, studio lighting, work surfaces, 
and easels to a number of studios 
this Fall. Thank you to all for your 
support!

For This DVSA Artist,  
It’s Been A Year To Remember 

DVSA has a long, storied history and it’s important to keep track of all the 
DVSA events. With funding from the Grants Ontario Summer Experiences 
Program (SEP), we were able to hire an archivist for a short term contract, 
who spent the summer pouring over our archives and putting things in order. 
Student, Danielle Hughes, took 54 years of history and whipped it into one 
viable collection that we will continue to add to as the years roll on.

MAKING HISTORY

Self portrait by  
Janet Kimantas

New kiln!

New sinks for 
the Pottery 
Studio!


