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Classes offered in: Drawing • Painting • Pottery • Collage • Photography 
• Printmaking • Sculpture • Jewellery • Art History & More 

There’s an artist 
in all of us.

FALL 2019
Adult & Children  

Programs

Early Bird 
Registration!

Sign up by August 1st  

and you could win your 

class for FREE!  

See Registration section 

for details.

Register online @ dvsa.caRaku artwork by Crystal Hawley,  
Catherine Weir and Paul Van Raay



“Every human is an artist.

The dream of your life is to 

make beautiful art.”
– Don Miguel Ruiz

Fall art classes begin September 21 

and run until December 2, 2019. 

Over 130 courses available –  

35 of them brand new.

A thriving hub for artists and art instruction, Dundas 

Valley School of Art is an independent not-for-profit art 

school, serving the Hamilton region since 1964. Through 

our courses, lectures and workshops, we provide high-

quality and accessible visual arts education to over 6,000 

registrants annually, bringing together artists of all ages  

and from all walks of life. 
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Featured Courses for Fall
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*NEW* Go BIG with Watercolour with Lena Montecalvo
Push outside your comfort zone with wide brush strokes. This 
course is for the artist ready to gradually move from smaller 
watercolour works to painting with larger brushes and paper 
sizes. Known for her vibrant hues and “outside-the-box” 
approach, Lena’s infectious spirit will have you motivated to 
stretch your ideas to the edges of that large canvas. Page 20

*NEW* The Art Of The Self-Portrait with Holly Sneath  
The self-portrait allows for a degree of freedom not found 
in other portrait projects. Using various methods and media, 
you’ll draw, paint and collage your own studies, ranging from 
the playful to the formal. Instructor, Holly Sneath is a gifted 
artist in a range of media and styles with an encouraging 
teaching style perfect for all levels.  Page 23

*NEW* Exploring Composition Bootcamp with Diana Gordon
Take the mystery out of composition in this fun and informative 
workshop that looks at concepts such as focal points,  
directional lines, contrast and balance. Diana brings an  
extensive knowledge of art fundamentals to her classes  
which means you’ll come away with a host of new ideas  
sure to raise your art making game. Page 25

Introduction to Soapstone Carving with John Novak
Back by popular demand! Discover the pleasure of carving 
soapstone as you’re introduced to the process of finishing
a basic carving of your own design. Instructor, John Novak, is 
highly regarded as an expert carver in various mediums. The 
reviews for his last course were outstanding – don’t miss out!!  
Page 31

Calligraphy for Beginners with Aline Chan
Try your hand at calligraphy – the art of beautiful writing. 
This ancient art form delivers an air of elegance and 
expressiveness to your correspondence, invitations and art 
designs. An instructor in much demand, Aline’s guidance will 
ensure your cards and invitations delight any lucky recipient. 
Page 37



Fall Children and Teen Classes at a Glance 
Monday After School *NEW* Colour Blast Ages 4-6
  Picasso & Einstein: All New Art & Science Projects 
  Ages 7+

 Evening Clay x2: A Parent & Child Pottery Class Ages 6+

Tuesday  After School Art After School Ages 7+
  Teen Cartooning and Manga Ages 11+

 Evening *NEW* Art Beyond High School: A Teen Mentoring 
  Program Ages 15-18

Wednesday Morning First Art Ages 2-4 

 After School *NEW* Animal Art Ages 4-6
  *NEW* Stuffie Studio – Animals Edition Ages 7+
  Paint Exploration for Teens Ages 11+
  Teen Pottery Ages 11+

Thursday After School Portrait Drawing for Teens Ages 11+

 Evening *NEW* Eclectic Watercolour for Teens Ages 15+

Friday Morning First Art Ages 2-4

Saturday Morning  *NEW* That’s ARTrageous! Ages 4-5
  Saturday Drawing & Painting Ages 5-7
  Pottery: From the Beginning Ages 6-8
  Cartoonmania Ages 7+

 Afternoon *NEW* That’s ARTrageous! Ages 6-8
  Saturday Drawing & Painting Ages 7-10
  Parent & Child Painting Ages 7+
  Pottery: From the Beginning Ages 9+
  Teen Drawing and Painting: New Projects Ages 11+
  Teen Nature Photography Ages 12+

Sunday Afternoon Clay x2: A Parent & Child Pottery Class Ages 6+
  *NEW* Doll Making for Parent & Child Workshop  
  Ages 8+ 

5905.628.6357

“My children were exposed to exemplary artists and their  

techniques, giving them opportunities to try out what they learned 

through age appropriate art.”
  – Kyle Slote



Children and Teen Classes
2C01 First Art Ages 2-4 
Sandra Greenblatt, B.A.

A: Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
B: Friday: September 27 – November 29 (10 weeks) 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Stimulate your child’s senses and excite their imaginations! You’ll play and work together with your 
child in this first-time art experience that includes drawing, painting, collage, printmaking and clay. 
Together you’ll explore line, shape, colour, pattern and texture. A special storytime is included each 
week. One caregiver is welcome per child and is required for children ages 2-3. Course Fee: $125 
Limit: 12 students

2C02 *NEW* Colour Blast! Ages 4-6
Sandra Greenblatt, B.A.
Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
Imaginative, vibrant pieces will fill your child’s art portfolio as we work in drawing, painting, collage 
and clay while learning about colour, theory, line, shape and texture. Along the way, your young artist 
will develop an appreciation for art, create a personal sketchbook and learn about the lives and works 
of different renowned artists. *Please note: there will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $229 
Limit: 16 students

2C03 *NEW* Animal Art Ages 4-6 
Rebecca Hollett, B.F.A., O.C.A.D.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
The whole animal kingdom is the focus for these artists as we explore how to convey the 
characteristics of different creatures in 2 and 3-D. Activities include drawing and painting, sculpting 
in clay and the creation of fabulous fantastical puppets. It’ll be a roaring good time! Course Fee: $229 
Limit: 16 students

2C04 *NEW* That’s ARTrageous! 
Natalie Burek 
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks)

A: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Ages 4-5
B: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Ages 6-8

Inventive adventures abound in this Saturday studio designed to spark your child’s love for art through 
playful and fun projects. Each young artist will unleash their creativity through a variety of engaging 
and explorative exercises using paint, chalk, drawing and collage. We’ll also study the work of well 
known artists and their inventive art making processes, using the treats in our exceptional stores of 
materials to inspire individual creations. Course Fee: $229 Limit: 16 students
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Sandra Greenblatt

Nature, famous artists and children’s literature provide the inspiration for 
Sandra’s lessons, fostering a sense of creative play in the studio. An art 
educator for over 20 years, she not only teaches at DVSA, but has brought 
her love for art history and its genres to young artists in regional schools 
and at the Art Gallery of Hamilton. Emanating a warm and caring manner, 
she has a flair for creating lasting bonds with her students. 

dvsa.ca
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Children and Teen Classes
2C05 Saturday Drawing & Painting 
Samantha O’Connell, Hons. B.A.
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks)

A: 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Ages 5-7
B: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Ages 7-10

More new projects for Fall! Further develop your child’s creative literacy skills through traditional and 
experimental methods of art-making. The artists will explore nature and their imaginations using 
pencils, ink, pastels and various forms of paint. We’ll celebrate a love for lines and draw and paint with 
simple steps and familiar shapes. Projects may include landscapes, portraits and still life, involving 
favourite animals, fantasy creatures and other flights of fancy directly from the screen and storybooks! 
Course Fee: $229 Limit: 16 students

BURSARIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR FAMILIES THAT COULD USE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  
WITH CHILDREN AND TEEN AFTER SCHOOL ART PROGRAMS. 
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

2C06 Clay x 2: A Parent & Child Pottery Class Ages 6+
Dawn Hackett-Burns, Sheridan College

A: Sunday: September 29 – November 17 (8 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
B: Monday: September 30 – November 25 (8 weeks) 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Together with your child, you’ll learn the basic techniques of working with this malleable medium. 
Explore coil and slab building as you form pinch pots and pitchers. You’ll then have a chance to create 
a final collaborative piece which you’ll glaze together and send to the kiln to be fired.  
*Section B please note: there will be no classes on October 14*  
Course Fee: $309 Limit: 8 sets of 1 parent / 1 child 

2C07 Pottery: From the Beginning
Reid Flock
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks)

A:  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Ages 6-8
B:  1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Ages 9+

A Saturday favourite! Explore the joys of clay using the basic methods of handbuilding and throwing on 
the pottery wheel. Basic glazing techniques will also be introduced in this fun, fast program. Dress for 
mud! Course Fee: $239 Limit: 16 students



Children and Teen Classes
2C08 Picasso & Einstein: All New Art & Science Projects Ages 7+ 
Miles Wallace, B.A., O.C.T.
Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Picasso and Einstein return for fall! We’ll become inventors, artists and scientists in this action-packed 
class that explores the universe through engaging art experiments. Projects include air cannons, 
sound makers, 3-D solar systems, straw rockets, kinetic cars, volcanoes and other cool adventures 
using everyday materials and outlandish items you never thought would make art.  
*Please note: there will be no classes on October 14* Course Fee: $229 Limit: 16 students 

2C09 Art After School Ages 7+
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
In this studio, the emphasis is on fun, friends and fresh art ideas. Your child will create collaborative 
and individual projects in drawing, painting and sculpture while experimenting with inventive 
combinations of art materials. Creative exploration starts here! Course Fee: $229 Limit: 16 students 

2C10 *NEW* Stuffie Studio – Animals Edition Ages 7+
Alisa McRonald, B.F.A.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
This sold-out summer session returns with a zoological focus! Creating stuffies is a great way 
to explore fibre art and sculpture. We’ll use our favourite creatures from the animal kingdom as 
inspiration to design art you can squeeze while learning different techniques such as machine sewing, 
pattern making, hand-sewing and more. Course Fee: $229 Limit: 12 students

8

Our FREE Family Art Day Open Houses are all about making art and having fun with your 
family. This is a unique opportunity to create alongside one another in a variety of disciplines 
from painting to pottery. It’s also a chance to learn more about DVSA and meet our wonderful 

faculty members who are the best at what they do. Drop-in. No registration required.

FAMILY ART HALLOWBALOO
Sunday October 27, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Trick or treat! We’ll have the whole family ready for pumpkins, ghouls and broomsticks  
with studios full of hair-raisingly fun art projects. 

FAMILY ART HOLIDAY HOOPLA
Sunday December 8, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. 

Spread the holiday cheer and take part in a festive afternoon of art-full activities –  
just in time for the winter holidays.

OPEN HOUSES RETURN FOR FALL!

dvsa.ca



Children and Teen Classes
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2C11 Cartoonmania Ages 7+ 
Jerry Hish, DVSA
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks) 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A Saturday classic! Ignite your child’s imaginative cartooning skills as they create their very own 
original comic strips, comic books, advertisements and animation. Students will learn to draw animals, 
people, expression, action, composition and backgrounds. An 8” X 10” spiral-ringed sketchpad with 
white paper is required. Course Fee: $229 Limit: 16 students

2C12 Parent & Child Painting Ages 7+
Joseph Swanek, B.F.A., B.Ed., A.O.C.A.
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Art is better together! Learn the basic techniques of working with watercolours, tempera and acrylics 
starting with some introductory colour theory and using the colour wheel as a guide for your painting 
exercises. Explore how to use shading and values to make dynamic paintings. Both you and your 
child will add to your knowledge and facility with the tools, techniques and potential of this magical, 
malleable medium. Course Fee: $239 Limit: 8 sets of 1 parent / 1 child

2C13 *NEW* Doll Making for Parent & Child Ages 8+ 
Alisa McRonald, B.F.A.
Sunday: October 13 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
It’s a fun fusion of imaginations as you and your child work together to create a unique doll from 
fabrics, yarn and other materials. Essentially a form of sculpture, making an art doll explores different 
fibre arts techniques such as hand-sewing, embroidery, felting, painting, weaving and more. Working 
out a time-sharing schedule for the doll you’re both going to make (and love!) is then over to you... 
Course Fee: $115 Limit: 8 sets of parent/child  

2C14 Teen Cartooning and Manga Ages 11+
Mike Gagnon
Tuesday: October 1 – November 19 (8 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Explore the different styles of American and Japanese comics in this class for the aspiring comic 
artist. We’ll look at the basics of character design, composition, proportion and perspective and work 
on designing our own comic books. It’s an active and fun studio where you’ll feel free to explore your 
most fantastic ideas. No experience necessary. Course Fee: $189 Limit: 16 students

2C15 Teen Pottery Ages 11+
Reid Flock 
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
Express your teen spirit through the art of pottery. You’ll explore throwing clay on the wheel, hand-
building, and hot and cold surface treatments as you create your own ceramic pieces. This is a great 
class for connecting with new friends while developing your independent approaches and ideas. 
Course Fee: $275 Limit: 16 students
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Children and Teen Classes
2C16 Paint Exploration for Teens Ages 11+
Miles Wallace, O.C.T., B.A. 
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
Not sure which painting medium is for you? In this overview, you’ll learn how to create stunning works 
of art in three painting mediums: oil, acrylic and watercolour. We’ll cover the fundamental painting 
techniques for each medium while using paint in both traditional and modern styles.  
Course Fee: $239 Limit: 16 students 

2C17 Portrait Drawing for Teens Ages 11+
Miles Wallace, B.A., O.C.T. 
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.
This beginner’s portrait drawing class will give you the encouragement and basic skills needed to 
create convincing portraits that make people say, “That looks just like them!” Using different media 
such as pencil and charcoal, we’ll explore how to draw accurate facial expressions, gestures and 
poses and tackle important topics such as perspective and proportion. Lots of guidance and plenty of 
fun. Course Fee: $309 includes model fee. Limit: 16 students 

2C18 Teen Drawing and Painting: New Projects Ages 11+
Miles Wallace, B.A., O.C.T.
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
All new projects for Fall! Discover your creative voice through exciting modern and classic mediums. 
Painting, drawing, encaustic and three dimensional rendering promise to jiggle those right brain cells 
and inspire you to expand your artistic horizons. Lessons are aimed at building eclectic art skills 
through engaging and challenging activities. Course Fee: $239 Limit: 16 students 

2C19 Teen Nature Photography Ages 12+
Jennifer Finn, B.A., Sheridan College
Saturday: October 5 – November 2 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Capture nature at its best as we explore Dundas’ natural beauty with our cameras. You’ll learn to 
creatively capture trees, flowers, plants and birds using different viewpoints and perspectives. Learn 
the camera settings for different situations and how to work with natural light, composition and 
framing to capture the essence of your subject. Each day will consist of a photo walk – on the last 
day, we’ll sort and share our images, print one and discuss our favourite photos. Students should have 
some basic photography knowledge and bring their own DSLR or point and shoot camera.  
Course Fee: $125 Limit: 12 students

2C20 *NEW* Art Beyond High School: A Teen Mentoring Program Ages 15-18
Natasja Bischoff
Tuesday: October 8 – November 26 (8 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
This engaging program is designed for high school students serious about moving forward with 
a post-secondary art education. You’ll work towards developing a well rounded body of work and 
becoming familiar with the critiquing process. Drawing, painting and sculpture, as well as conceptual 
art, will all be addressed in projects with an emphasis on composition, design and the use of non-
traditional mediums and substrates. Discussions will revolve around the use of alternative materials, 
process, contemporary work and art schools. Also included is a trip to the Art Gallery of Hamilton to 
investigate and discuss the exhibitions. Course Fee: $199 Limit: 16 students  

2C21 *NEW* Eclectic Watercolour for Teens Ages 15+
Lena Montecalvo
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Breaking the rules of art and colouring outside the lines is encouraged in this studio. You’ll develop a 
strong foundation of watercolour painting techniques that can be applied to floral, landscape, abstract 
or any subject you feel inspired to paint. We’ll also try our hand at incorporating pen and ink, resist 
materials, pastels, markers, salt and watercolour pencils. When you splash, splatter and spray, drip, 
pour and scratch, vibrant results are bound to happen! Course Fee: $239 Limit: 16 students 

dvsa.ca
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Adult Fall Classes at a Glance
Monday Morning Beginners’ Drawing A
  Open Studio Workshop (All Day)
 Afternoon Portrait Drawing: First Steps
  Life Drawing: First Steps
  Landscape Painting in Oil
  Clay Freestyle
  Portrait Modelling in Clay
  *NEW* Modelling the Standing Figure with Drapery
  *NEW* Art History A– Art and Revolution
 Evening Beginners’ Drawing B
  Beginners’ Acrylic Painting A 
  Introduction to Pottery A
  Digital Photography 2: Building Towards  
  Your Unique Visual Language and Style

Tuesday Morning Portrait Drawing & Painting A
  Pen, Ink and Watercolour – Sketchbooking on the Run
  Beginners’ Oil Painting A 
  Calligraphy for Beginners
 Afternoon Portrait Drawing & Painting B
  Expressive Watercolour & Ink
  Acrylic Painting – Say It With Flowers
  Every Painting Tells a Story
  Introduction to Pottery B
 Evening Drawing for the Petrified A
  *NEW* Pencil Portraits: Birds
  Cartooning and Manga for Adults 
  Painting for the Petrified A
  Exploring Landscape with the Group of Seven
  *NEW* Painting Birds
  Beginners’ Abstract Painting
  Introduction to Pottery C
  Introduction to Digital Photography A 
  Silkscreen Studio A

Wednesday Morning Drawing for the Petrified B
  Painting for the Petrified B
  Beginners’ Watercolour A
  Painting, Colour Theory, and Still Life
  Inspired to Paint (Int/Adv) (all day)
  Paint the Town!
  Good Morning Potters

11
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Adult Fall Classes At A Glance
Wednesday Afternoon *NEW* Go BIG with Watercolour
  Collage and Acrylics 
  Introduction to Pottery D
  Pop Up Printmaking
 Evening Intermediate Drawing
  Beginners’ Watercolour B
  Watercolour: Concept and Technique 
  Landscape Painting: First Steps
  Exploring Post-Impressionism: Paul Cezanne and  
  Vincent Van Gogh
  Introduction to Pottery E
  Relief Printmaking Studio
  Sterling Silver Bangle (Jewellery) 

Thursday Morning Beginners’ Acrylic Painting B
  Landscape Painting from Photo Reference
  *NEW* The Art of the Self-Portrait
  Painting from the Modern Masters (all day)
 Afternoon Intermediate and Advanced Watercolour
  Independent Painting
  Pottery Studio Thursday
 Evening Life Drawing: Portfolio Preparation for College/University
  Beginners’ Oil Painting B
  Introduction to Pottery F
  *NEW* Mouldmaking: The Art of the Multiple 
  Introduction to Soapstone Carving
  Introduction to Digital Photography B 
  Silkscreen Studio B
  4x4 – Get Creative for the Holidays

Friday Morning The Art of Still Life: Drawing and Composition
  Drawing at the Museum
  Pastels for Beginners
  Life Drawing in Soft Pastels
  Open Studio Workshop (All Day)
  Handbuilding 101 and Beyond (Pottery)
 Afternoon Portrait Drawing
  *NEW* Art History B– Art and Revolution

Saturday  Afternoon Life Drawing Workshop
  *NEW* Camera Apps: Photography & Editing on  
  Your Phone or Tablet

Sunday Morning *NEW* Words and You: Writing the Image, Writing the Personal

 Afternoon *NEW* From Paper to Books
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Workshops 

Pottery for the Petrified A September 21

Pottery for the Petrified B September 22

Stained Glass Workshop A-  
Leaves of Autumn September 22

Introduction to Stained Glass 
September 23, 30 & October 7

Applying for Exhibitions September 27

*NEW* Linear Perspective:  
Top Ten Tips  September 27

*NEW* Autumn Landscapes En Plein Air 
September 28 

*NEW* Wide and Low, High and Tight 
Photographic Composition September 28

Driven to Abstraction September 28 

Handbuilding with Paper Clay  
September 29 & October 6

Papermaking 101 September 29

Words, Words, Words: Writing an Artist’s Bio and 
Statement Workshop September 29

Your Art is Great! Let’s Get It Noticed:  
Marketing Tips for Artists September 29

First Fridays: Licensed to Draw (and Paint) 
October 4

First Fridays: Licensed to Watercolour October 4

*NEW* Exploring Composition Bootcamp  
October 5

*NEW* Artist’s Books October 6

Glorious Watercolours with Bill Biddle:  
A Workshop October 10 & 11

*NEW* An Introduction to Adobe Photoshop/
RAW FILE Processing October 13

Stained Glass Workshop B:  
Faces of Halloween October 13

*NEW* Introduction to Adobe Lightroom Classic 
October 13 & 20 

Introduction to Acrylics Workshop  
October 19 & 20

*NEW* Jewellery Stone Setting October 20 

*NEW* Mixed Media Collage Workshop  
October 20

*NEW* Drawing Refreshers A – Body Parts: 
Drawing the Human Head October 21

*NEW* Unlock your Creativity October 26 

*NEW* Drawing Refreshers B – Body Parts:  
The Secret to Drawing Hands and Feet 
October 28

First Fridays: Licensed to Draw (and Paint) 
November 1

First Fridays: Licensed to Watercolour  
November 1

Introduction to Encaustics November 2 & 3

Photography for the Technically Timid  
November 3 

The Dynamic Fall Landscape and More! 
November 3

*NEW* Washi Paper Printing – Exploring 
Printmaking & Japanese Paper November 9

*NEW* Fabric Prints November 16

Stained Glass Workshop C: Holiday Creations 
November 17

*NEW* Balancing Act: An Elegant Steel Wire 
Necklace November 17

*NEW* Drawing & Composition – Vegetable, 
Fruit or Flower: Exploring the Colour Red 
November 19

*NEW* A Study in Red: Vegetable, Fruit  
or Flower: Intermediate/Advanced  
November 20-22

Printmaking for the Petrified November 23

Introduction to Watercolour Workshop November 
23 & 24

*NEW* Knitting with Wire November 24

*NEW* Garter Belt Bracelet November 30 

*NEW* Cleopatra Reigns Bracelet November 30

Pottery for the Petrified C December 1
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Drawing
2A01 Drawing for the Petrified 
Alison Sawatzky, DVSA, Hon. B.A., B. Ed.

A: Tuesday: October 1 – 22 (4 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
B: Wednesday: October 2 – 23 (4 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

This is the perfect course for those who have always had aspirations to draw, but may be holding 
back. Learning to draw is essential for all aspiring artists and in this absolute beginner’s class, you’ll 
take those first tentative steps with the encouraging hand-hold you’ve been looking for. Even if the 
idea of putting a dot on a piece of paper makes you feel a tiny bit tremulous, over four weeks, we’ll 
explore how to bring eye, hand and pencil to paper and expand basic lines into shaded forms, moving 
textures and more. After building confidence and new skills, you may just be ready for a full Beginners’ 
class. All materials are supplied – just show up and let it happen. Course Fee: $185 includes a $25 
material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A02 Beginners’ Drawing
A: Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
B: Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Les Drysdale, Hons. B.F.A.

For anyone looking to become an artist, basic drawing skills are considered essential. This introduction 
to drawing course will challenge your senses and develop your drawing and shading skills – all in 
a supportive and inspirational environment. Topics include perspective and composition as well as 
the fundamentals of learning how to see. Class demonstrations and individual instruction provided 
throughout. *Please note: there will be no class on October 14*  
Course Fee Section A: $319 includes model fees for 3 sessions – two life models and one portrait 
model. Course Fee Section B: $295 Limit: 15 students
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Alison Sawatzky

Energetic and encouraging, Alison knows just how to remove the fear factor 
from her beginner classes, balancing skill building with fun experiences. Not 
only is she a career art educator, but she’s active in her own practice, with 
paintings, drawings and prints residing in numerous private collections. 



Beginner or Introductory – For students with little to no background in that art form.

Intermediate – Some art background in that subject, typically two or more classes.

Advanced – The student has taken three or more courses in the medium or in 
related skill areas.

Course Listing Pre-requisites 

Drawing

15

2A03 Portrait Drawing: First Steps
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Monday: September 23 – October 28 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Capturing the likeness of a human subject is immensely gratifying, but no easy task. This absolute 
beginner portrait class is for those who may be curious about portrait drawing, but uncertain how 
to begin. You’ll receive the encouragement, knowledge and basic skills needed to create convincing 
renderings while exploring media such as pencil and charcoal. The instructor will provide weekly 
demonstrations and considerable individual instruction, all designed to give you the confidence to 
enter the world of portrait artistry. At least one previous drawing class is advised. *Please note: there 
will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $215 includes model fees. Limit: 15 students

2A04 Portrait Drawing & Painting 
Katherine MacDonald, B.F.A.
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks)

A: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
B: 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Capture the complexity and grace of the human subject as you work in any drawing or painting 
medium. The same model will sit for both the morning and afternoon sessions. Students interested in 
working on longer sustained or larger pieces might consider registering for both classes.  
Course Fee: $379 includes model fee. Limit: 15 students

2A05 Portrait Drawing 
Rae Bates, B.A., M.A.
Friday: September 27 – November 29 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Capture the depth and expression of the human face. Through short exercises and sustained poses, 
you’ll develop skills in representing form and composing portraits. Classes include demonstrations and 
plenty of group and individual instruction. All levels welcome.  
Course Fee: $379 includes model fee.  Limit: 15 students

2A06 The Art of Still Life: Drawing and Composition
Rae Bates, B.A., M.A.
Friday: September 27 – November 29 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Using weekly still-life compositions as our subject, this class addresses fundamental skills in the art 
of drawing and picture making. Lessons include the representation of form and space, perspective, 
tone, technique and much more. Plenty of group and individual instruction provided along with weekly 
demonstrations. All levels welcome. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A07 Intermediate Drawing
Les Drysdale, Hons. B.F.A.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
A class for those who have taken Beginners’ Drawing and want to take their skills to the next level. 
Further refine your drawing technique with the introduction of different drawing materials and a 
deeper exploration of line, contour drawing, cross contours, cross hatching, light and shadow, 
perspective, proportion and positive and negative space. Included will be four sessions of instruction 
on drawing the life model. Course Fee: $329 includes model fee. Limit: 15 students.
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2A08 *NEW* Drawing Refreshers – Body Parts
Ward Shipman, B.A., B.Ed.
Spend an evening further developing your drawing foundational skills – either through a single 
workshop or a combination of these two uniquely focused workshops. Each in-depth session offers 
techniques, approaches and advice for drawing. Plenty of group and individual instruction provided. 
Drawing experience necessary.

A: Drawing the Human Head
Monday, October 21: (1 day) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Explore basic facial construction and learn how to simplify the complex forms of the head. Through 
examples and demonstrations, you’ll learn how to render facial features before moving on to a 
study of the skull and its appearance from various angles. Concepts to be introduced include value 
scales and rendering. Course Fee: $39 Limit 15 students

B: The Secret to Drawing Hands and Feet
Monday: October 28 (1 day) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Feet and hands are likely the two most avoided body parts by beginning artists. This workshop will 
give you the confidence to stop hiding hands in pockets and feet in tall grass. We’ll explore these 
extremities using simplified shapes for their construction. Through examples and demonstrations, 
you’ll learn how to render feet and hands accurately from various viewpoints.  
Course Fee: $39 Limit 15 students

2A09 Drawing at the Museum
Katherine MacDonald, B.F.A.
Friday: September 27 – November 29 (10 weeks) 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Bring the past into the present by exploring the fascinating collection of historic artifacts at Dundas 
Museum and Archives. Curious, beautiful and often poignant objects, elegant ladies’ clothing, military 
uniforms, toys, exuberantly decorated china and silverware, crystal, hand tools and more will provide 
true inspiration for your drawings. Some drawing experience recommended. Classes are held at 
Dundas Museum and Archives. Students must be members of the Museum. Memberships ($25/$20 
seniors) are available for purchase at the first class. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 10 students

2A10 *NEW* Pencil Portraits: Birds
Michelle Teitsma, Sheridan College
Tuesday: September 24 – October 22 (5 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Further improve your drawing skills using the graceful bird as inspiration. You’ll learn how to capture 
the essence of these creatures while working from photographs. We’ll cover the basic techniques 
of shape, light source, quality of line and shading with various pencils. Exercises include close-up 
sketches where we’ll examine a bird’s features in detail, full body sketching of the graceful curvature 
so special to a bird, and how to portray feathers. Previous drawing experience required.  
Course Fee: $175 Limit: 15 students

2A11 Cartooning and Manga for Adults
Mike Gagnon
Tuesday: October 1 – November 19  (8 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Explore the different styles of American and Japanese comics in this class for the aspiring comic 
artist. We’ll look at the basics of character design, composition, proportion and perspective and work 
on designing our own comic books. It’s an active and fun studio where you’ll feel free to explore your 
most fantastic ideas. No experience necessary.  
Course Fee: $275 includes a $30 material fee. Limit: 15 students
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2A12 Pastels for Beginners
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Friday: September 27 – October 25 (5 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Enhance any subject with vivid colour as you paint/draw with luscious and versatile pastels. Students 
will approach various subjects such as landscape, still life and self portrait. Plenty of group and 
individual instruction provided. Drawing experience helpful, but not a must.  
Course Fee: $175 Limit: 15 students 

2A13 Pen, Ink and Watercolour – Sketchbooking on the Run
Irene Keesmaat, Hons B.A., B.Ed., O.C.T.
Tuesday: October 1 – November 5 (6 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Have sketchbook, will travel. Or for those armchair travellers, turn your photographs into creative 
records of the things that intrigue you. See how your pen and watercolour sketches turn into a 
book full of small scale works of art. A number of different approaches will be demonstrated and 
investigated. So whether it’s a trip abroad, or capturing the glories of your neighbourhood, or backyard, 
with a sketchbook and a few basic materials you can capture that creative potential!  
Course Fee: $199 Limit: 15 students

2A14 Life Drawing: First Steps
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Monday: November 4 – December 2 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Drawing the human form remains a mainstay of art schools as it’s an excellent method for developing 
your drawing abilities and improving your eye as a visual artist. In this absolute beginner life drawing 
class, you’ll learn to develop the figure from the inside out. Starting with the rudimentary armature of 
the gesture drawing, you’ll explore building the figure in a clear step-by-step process. There’s plenty 
of encouragement and support as you acquire the skills you need to discover the joys and challenges 
of life drawing. At least one previous drawing class is advised.  
Course Fee: $215 includes model fee. Limit: 15 students

2A15 Life Drawing: Portfolio Preparation for College/University
Ward Shipman, B.A., B.Ed.
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Life drawing is the foundation for your portfolio, whether you are applying for Animation, Illustration, 
Fine Arts or Architecture in college or university. Three areas of drawing will be explored in this 
course – drawing the portrait, costume drawing and drawing from the nude figure. Students should be 
prepared on the first night to draw with black conté crayon on 18” x 24” newsprint pad.  
Course Fee: $379 includes model fee. Limit: 15 students
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2A16 Life Drawing in Soft Pastels 
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Friday: November 1 – 29 (5 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
This course will emphasize the fine tuning of observational skills as well as an appreciation for the 
figure’s anatomy. You’ll be challenged to scrutinize and decipher subtle colour cues while exploring the 
full range of value. Previous experience with life drawing or soft pastels is helpful. Course Fee: $215 
includes model fees. Limit: 15 students

2A17 First Fridays: Licensed to Draw (and Paint)
A: Friday: October 4, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Ward Shipman, B.A., B.Ed.
B: Friday: November 1, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Ward Shipman, B.A., B.Ed.

Sometimes artists just need to loosen up. This once-a-month drop-in life drawing and painting 
workshop features “adult libations,” a prime spot in front of a life (nude) model, and the opportunity to 
unwind from the week as you settle in to draw or paint. Working with the instructor, you’ll hone your 
skills through short sketches and longer poses. Instruction provided, as needed. Ideal for beginners to 
advanced artists. Licensed cash bar with light snacks available. Course Fee: $20 per session Limit: 30 
students. Please note: We are unable to provide refunds/credits/transfers for this course.

2A18 Life Workshop 
No Instructor – Model provided
Saturday: September 28 – November 30 (9 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
You’ll have the opportunity to work with a life (nude) model. No instructor. This class’s format includes 
working on multiple poses, ranging from 5-10 minutes to one to two 20-30 minutes in duration, 
followed by one one-hour long pose. *Please note: there will be no class on November 9*  
Course Fee: $189 Limit: 15 students

2A19 Open Studio Workshop 
Monday and Friday
Dates: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Take advantage of the DVSA studio facilities and work on your art. Open to all. No instructor. Studio 
time is restricted to 2-dimensional media. Due to dust concerns, clay projects must be worked on 
in the Pottery Studio during pottery open studio time. *Please note: there will be no open studio on 
September 27 or October 14* Course Fee: $129 Limit: 30 students
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2A20 Painting for the Petrified 
Alison Sawatzky, DVSA, Hon. B.A., B. Ed.

A: Tuesday: October 29 – November 26  (5 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
B: Wednesday: October 30 – November 27 (5 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

If you’re an absolute beginner artist, this course offers the encouraging hand-hold you’ve been looking 
for. Jump into a new creative world and discover what it is to feel good about the process of painting. 
You’ll receive an introduction to the basics of watercolour and acrylic painting, along with enlightening 
discussions about drawing and composition. It’s time to get your feet (and canvases) wet and take 
the first steps on your painterly and artistic journey. All materials provided – just show up and let it 
happen. Course Fee: $219 includes a $40 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A21 *NEW* Unlock Your Creativity
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Saturday: October 26 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
We recognize that learning new skills, especially with something that can be as unfamiliar as art 
making, can be a little intimidating. Fear not! Join Nancy Benoy for an invigorating day of exploring 
different art techniques including watercolour painting, printmaking and collage. Through guided 
exercises, you’ll discover your own unique style and tap into your true creative potential.  
Course Fee: $95 includes $10 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A22 Beginners’ Watercolour
A: Wednesday: September 25 – November 27  (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Irene Keesmaat, Hons B.A., B.Ed., O.C.T.
B: Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Lena Montecalvo

Never tried watercolour or have limited watercolour skills? Learn to master this challenging, yet 
gratifying medium, starting with basic techniques and moving through a series of exercises and 
projects designed to build your confidence and talents. Plenty of group and individual instruction 
provided. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A23 Introduction to Watercolour Workshop
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Saturday: November 23 & Sunday: November 24 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. –  3:30 p.m. 
Curious about watercolour and ready to give it a try? Spend a relaxing weekend learning basic 
watercolour techniques such as wet over wet, wet over dry, pastel resist, salt technique and blending. 
You’ll create your own set of unique cards and a couple of small paintings. Plenty of instruction; plenty 
of fun! Course Fee: $169 includes $10 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A24 The Dynamic Fall Landscape and More In Watercolour!
Bonnie Steinberg, B.A., C.S.P.W.C., S.C.A., T.W.S.
Sunday: November 3 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
An invigorating workshop for watercolourists of all levels. You’ll discover how fall colours and their 
interpretation translate into vibrant, exciting compositions. Explore new and proven techniques and 
examine atmospheric perspective through colour and colour mixing. A hands-on approach throughout 
is sure to please all styles of learners. Course Fee: $79 Limit: 15 students
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2A25 Expressive Watercolour & Ink
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Tuesday: October 1 – November 5 (6 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Uncover the abstract potential of watercolour & ink painting. Get expressive with colours and marks 
and take advantage of those “happy creative accidents.” Working in an intuitive manner, you’ll create 
artwork filled with vibrancy, mood and atmosphere. Techniques explored include wet over wet, wet 
over dry, blotting, pastel resist and more. For all levels.  
Course Fee: $215 includes $10 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A26 First Fridays: Licensed to Watercolour
A: Friday: October 4, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
B: Friday: November 1, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Nancy Benoy, B.A.

Join us for a low-key evening as you experiment with watercolour techniques (wet over wet, wet over 
dry, pastel resist, salt technique and blending) and create a mixed-media abstract painting and/or 
cards using your own intuition and creative freedom. No experience necessary and all levels welcome. 
Licensed cash bar with light snacks available. Bring some brushes and a basic set of watercolours. 
Course Fee: $20 per session Limit: 20 students. Please note: We are unable to provide refunds/
credits/transfers for this course.

COMBINE WATERCOLOUR WITH YOUR INK SKETCHES. SEE PEN, INK AND WATERCOLOUR – 
SKETCHBOOKING ON THE RUN ON PAGE 17.

2A27 *NEW* Go BIG with Watercolour
Lena Montecalvo
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Push outside your comfort zone with wide brush strokes and big ideas! This course is for the artist 
ready to gradually move from smaller watercolour works to painting with larger brushes and paper 
sizes. Starting with a 12x12” canvas and progressing to 22x30”, you’ll find your comfort zone with 
larger round and flat brushes, pastels, resists, inks and MUCH more water for loose, dreamy or 
dramatic effects. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students
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2A28 Watercolour: Concept and Technique
Barry Coombs, A.O.C.A.
Wednesday: October 2 – November 20 (8 weeks) 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
In this watercolour course based on traditional observation of the still-life, a new and interesting 
still-life will be presented every week. You’ll learn to observe and understand value and develop your 
watercolour skills and ideas. Drawing and composition will also be stressed. Demonstrations and 
constructive critiques are a feature of every class. Previous watercolour experience required.  
Course Fee: $285 Limit: 16 students

2A29 Intermediate and Advanced Watercolour
Irene Keesmaat, Hons B.A., B.Ed, O.C.T.
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
For the watercolour artist with some experience, this class is designed to build on your developing 
watercolour skills and increase your confidence in this medium. Explore basic value and composition 
related to landscape and architecture painting. Exercises will include transparency, layering, value, 
perspective, spontaneity and colour use. Plenty of group and individual instruction provided.  
Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A30 Glorious Watercolours with Bill Biddle: A Workshop
Bill Biddle, Art Students League of New York, American Design School
Thursday October 10 & Friday October 11 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Join our “grand poobah” of watercolour, Bill Biddle, in his studio in Dunnville on Thursday and at 
DVSA on Friday to receive guidance and instruction on painting landscape and still life using a limited 
palette. Experienced painters only. Course Fee: $155 Limit: 10 students

2A31 Introduction to Acrylics Workshop
Jacquie Cobb, Hons. B.A., B.Ed.
Saturday: October 19 & Sunday: October 20 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Perfect for “newbies!” Get inspired by the potential of acrylic painting as we use examples of 
composition, style and technique from the world’s best loved painters. From there, we’ll cover colour 
mixing and theory (to achieve the colours you want) and painting techniques such as brush work, 
blending on the canvas and using a palette knife (to get the look you’re going for). Bring your own 
photographs to use as your jumping off point. Course Fee: $155 Limit: 15 students

2A32 Beginners’ Acrylic Painting 
A: Monday: September 23 – December 2  (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Margot Roi, B.F.A, B.Ed., O.C.T.  
B: Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Irene Keesmaat, Hons B.A., B.Ed., O.C.T.

Designed for those who have never tried acrylics or have limited painting skills, you’ll learn to work 
with this plastic and flexible medium, starting with basic techniques and moving through a series of 
exercises and projects designed to develop your confidence and talents. Topics include colour mixing, 
composition, brush handling and more. Previous drawing experience recommended, but not required. 
*Section A Please note: there will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A33 Acrylic Painting – Say It with Flowers
Irene Keesmaat, Hons B.A., B.Ed., O.C.T.
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Explore the meaning and emotions that are inherent in flowers. We’ll examine light, colour and 
composition using close-ups of flowers as themes to expand your creative journey. A wide variety 
of approaches will be considered and individual instruction and assistance will be emphasized 
throughout. Students are encouraged to bring source materials such as photos or sketchbooks. 
Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students
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2A34 Beginners’ Oil Painting
Michelle Teitsma, Sheridan College

A: Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
B: Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

A great start to your personal development as a painter! This course provides a basic introduction to 
the oil medium and includes guidance on choosing the proper materials and tools plus instruction 
on paint application, composition, colour mixing and much more. Previous drawing experience is 
recommended. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A35 Landscape Painting in Oil
Susan Outlaw, Sheridan College
Monday: September 23 – November 18 (8 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
The secrets and best practices of landscape painting are revealed as you go from photograph to 
sketch to oil and complete a finished landscape piece. We’ll discuss mood, using shadow and 
light, explore composition, unpack the process of underlay painting, and review samples of classic 
landscape artwork. Lots of group and individual instruction provided throughout. For painters with oil 
experience. *Please note: there will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $285 Limit: 15 students 

2A36 Landscape Painting: First Steps 
Alison Sawatzky, DVSA, Hon. B.A., B. Ed.
Wednesday: October 2 – November 6 (6 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
A course for the landscape painting newbie! As a class, we’ll start with a guided landscape exercise to 
learn the basic techniques before you move on to your own project. Learn how to simplify landscapes 
into shapes and colour blocks, as we explore colour choices and composition, and create vibrant 
acrylic paintings rich in colour, shape and texture. Bring along some favourite photographs for 
inspiration. Previous painting/drawing experience recommended. Course Fee: $199 Limit: 15 students

2A37 Landscape Painting from Photo Reference 
Guennadi Kalinine, B. Hist. B. Art History
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Paint the Canadian landscape in oil or acrylic as you work from photo references. You’ll learn how to 
interpret landscape through the principles of design and then explore and practice the techniques 
needed to reconstruct it in paint. Plenty of group and individual instruction provided throughout. Some 
painting experience required. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A38 *NEW* Autumn Landscapes En Plein Air
Lena Montecalvo
Saturday: September 28 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Enjoy a day of watercolour as we celebrate autumn colour schemes and landscape! We’ll become 
comfortable with beginner techniques and work up to a comfort level that will have you painting 
vibrant skies, terrain and other seasonal themes during our far-too-short Canadian fall. Beginners and 
the more experienced artists welcome. Course Fee: $79 Limit: 15 students 

Susan Outlaw

Highly regarded for her still life and landscape paintings, Susan earns rave 
reviews for her encouraging and perceptive instruction style. An Ancaster 
resident, she can often be found cultivating her love of nature by sketching, 
painting and reflecting in the great outdoors. Susan’s work has garnered 
numerous awards and is much coveted at the DVSA Art Auction.

dvsa.ca
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2A39 Paint the Town!
Jody Joseph, B.A., J.D.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 13 (8 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
An outdoor painting class with a difference! We’ll work at various locations around Dundas where 
houses, streets, buildings, signs, telephone poles, cars, trucks and people are all part of the 
landscape. For painting students with some experience working outside, or for those who want to try 
it. Course Fee: $285 Limit: 15 students

2A40 Exploring Landscape with the Group of Seven
Diana Gordon, B.A., M.A.
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Learn and apply approaches used by the Group of Seven to first copy, then create your own landscape 
compositions. Weekly exercises will examine how these renowned Canadian artists simplified form 
and composition, chose harmonious colours, and created rhythm through expressive brushwork. 
Newcomers and returning students should bring images for inspiration. Acrylics, watercolour and/or 
oils all suitable. All levels. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A41 Painting, Colour Theory and Still Life
Katherine MacDonald, B.F.A.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
For students who want to work in colour, but don’t know where to begin, this course offers a practical 
and accessible application of colour theory. Various painting exercises, using still life as subject matter, 
will help you deepen your understanding of the basics of painting – composition, drawing, colour 
mixing and the handling of the medium. Recommended for oil or acrylic.  
Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A42 *NEW* The Art Of The Self-Portrait
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Thursday: October 3 – November 21 (8 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
A classic area of study, the self-portrait allows for a degree of freedom not found in other portrait 
projects. You’ll derive inspiration from works in the genre by some of the world’s great artists and then 
using various means, methods and media, draw, paint and collage your own studies, ranging from the 
playful to the formal. Come prepared to work from mirrors, photos, blind studies, etc.  
Course Fee: $239 Limit: 15 students 

CAPTURE THE NUANCES OF THE HUMAN SUBJECT AS YOU WORK IN ANY PAINTING MEDIUM. 
SEE PORTRAIT DRAWING & PAINTING ON PAGE 15.

23



24

Painting
2A43 *NEW* Painting Birds
Michelle Teitsma, Sheridan College
Tuesday: October 29 – November 26 (5 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
An extension of our Pencil Portraits: Birds course (but not a required prerequisite). This next stage 
will have you exploring how to render our feathered friends while working in oils or acrylics. Using 
photographic references, we’ll cover the basic techniques of conveying shape, light source, quality 
of line and shading using the tools, techniques and materials of your chosen medium. From close-up 
sketches, painting in detail, to rendering the full body of your chosen bird, we’ll delve into the means 
of fully capturing these sometimes elusive subjects. Previous painting experience required.  
Course Fee: $175 Limit: 15 students

2A44 Beginners’ Abstract Painting 
Margot Roi, B.F.A, B.Ed., O.C.T. 
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
This beginner approach to abstract painting will have you experimenting with innovative ways 
of creating art as you plunge into expressive colour mixing, brushwork and composition. Invent 
new techniques for applying paint and devise radical artistic processes – all while creating your 
own abstract pieces in acrylic. Plenty of class demonstrations and individual instruction provided 
throughout. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A45 Driven to Abstraction
Linda Blakney, M.B.A., M.A.
Saturday: September 28 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Discover the expressive and experiential nature of abstract painting, learning to trust your own creative 
instincts while pushing the limits of your materials. You’ll experiment with innovative ways of creating 
art as you develop your personal style. We’ll cover guidelines for colour use, concept, composition and 
design and test out new techniques of brushwork and applying paint. Ideal for all levels. Oil or acrylic. 
Course Fee: $95 includes a $10 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A46 Exploring Post-Impressionism: Paul Cézanne and Vincent Van Gogh
Diana Gordon, B.A., M.A.
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Enliven your paintings by learning and experimenting with the bold brushwork, vibrant colours and 
energized compositions of master painters, Cézanne and Van Gogh. Many artists, including the 
Group of 7, have been inspired by these lively painting as drawing techniques. Through short weekly 
exercises, you’ll experiment with different methods of composing a scene, selecting hues and making 
marks. Then, apply this knowledge to your own compositions. Acrylics, oils and/or watercolour all 
suitable. Some painting experience recommended. Part 1: Cézanne and the Art of the Still-Life  
(5 weeks) Part 2: Van Gogh and Modelling Landscape (5 weeks). Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A47 Inspired To Paint (Int/Adv) 
Laurie Wonfor Nolan
Wednesday: September 25 – October 30 (6 weeks) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Go in depth and explore the different kinds of inspiration for painting—looking, imagining and 
experimenting. This longer format class is great for painters who work from observation. We’ll do that 
with some twists, plus work from experimentation and our imaginations. This course is also perfect 
for painters who want to leap beyond working from photographs and explore new options through 
structured exercises. Classes will begin with a talk/demo and varied starting exercises, sometimes 
including drawing, mixed media and/or work with a model. You’ll then explore the day’s theme with 
lots of individual guidance. Oil or acrylic. Advanced students may pursue independent projects.  
½ hour for lunch. Course Fee: $375 includes model fee. Limit: 15 students

dvsa.ca
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2A48 *NEW* Exploring Composition Bootcamp
Diana Gordon, B.A., M.A.
Saturday: October 5 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Delve into the basic principles of composition such as focal points, directional lines, contrast and 
balance in this fun and informative workshop designed to take the “mystery” out of composition. We’ll 
start with a look at how master painters such as Johannes Vermeer, Paul Cézanne and Lawren Harris 
organized objects and space on the canvas. We’ll then move on to experimenting with simple shapes 
using collage, line drawing and colour to create a variety of individual compositional studies. You’ll 
come away with a host of new ideas sure to raise your art making game. Suitable for all levels and 
artists in any media. Course Fee: $79 Limit: 15 students

2A49 Painting from the Modern Masters
Jody Joseph, B.A., J.D.
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
This all day class looks closely at the work of different Modern and contemporary artists, their use of 
colour, conception of space, subject matter and ideas. Then we paint – or sometimes draw or collage 
or work from the model, exploring the lessons learned. For painters with some experience. Continuing 
students can pursue independent projects. Oil encouraged; acrylic okay.  
Additional model fees may apply. Course Fee: $585 Limit: 15 students

2A50 Every Painting Tells a Story
Michelle Teitsma, Sheridan College
Tuesday: September 24 – November 26  (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Behind every piece of art there’s a story or a part thereof. Perhaps you have drawings in your 
sketchbooks or ideas in your head that are waiting to be brought to life with paint? In this class, we’ll 
start with ideas, photos and sketches, and work with composition, technique and colour to move them 
towards a finished painting. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

Jody Joseph

Painter, art instructor and curator Jody Joseph is a driving force in the 
Hamilton art scene. Deeply passionate about both making art and teaching, 
she has a gift for guiding artists to new heights with a deft combination of 
charisma and her infinite art knowledge. Trained in her native Chicago, and 
later at the International School of Art in Umbria, Italy, her much admired 
painting and collage work has been exhibited nationally and internationally.
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2A51 Independent Painting 
Holly Sneath, B.A., M.F.A.
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Work in any painting medium and pursue your personal area of interest with support and feedback 
from the instructor and other participants. This course is tailored to each individual according to their 
own interests and aesthetic. Students are encouraged to bring source materials such as a sketchbook, 
photos, etc. For Intermediate/Advanced artists. Course Fee: $295 Limit: 15 students

2A52 Introduction to Encaustics
Linda Blakney, M.B.A., M.A.
Saturday: November 2 & Sunday: November 3 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Encaustics use melted, pigmented beeswax to create luminous paintings with translucency, opacity 
and other unique qualities. This workshop is ideal for anyone curious about encaustic painting, 
but unsure how to begin. You’ll receive an introduction to the encaustic process, starting with a 
demonstration of basic techniques, followed by hands-on studio time to work with the wax yourself. 
Topics include setting up an efficient studio, health and safety concerns and accessing the tools 
and materials. We’ll also cover brushwork and fusing, layering and glazing, developing smooth and 
textured surfaces and how to make encaustic paint.  
Course Fee: $215 includes a $50 material fee. Limit: 12 students

2A53 Collage and Acrylics
Rosemary Vanderbreggen, Fleming & Sheridan Colleges
Wednesday: September 25 – October 23 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Collage and acrylic paint come together as we explore collage: “the twentieth century’s greatest 
innovation.” (Robert Motherwell). You’ll use acrylic paint to create custom papers for your own collage 
projects and/or add collage to your existing paintings for exciting explorations in colour and theory. 
Class projects offer lessons on design criteria, colour and value plus a look at past and current collage 
artists for inspiration. Whether you are new to collage or have previous experience, you’ll discover 
lots of new ways to expand your collage technique with the addition of acrylic paint. No experience 
required. Course Fee: $175 Limit: 15 students

2A54 *NEW* Mixed Media Collage Workshop
Natalie Burek
Sunday: October 20 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Combine drawing, painting, watercolour and collage with processes such as relief printing, marbling, 
stencilling and more to create your own unique mixed media artwork. You’ll be introduced to a wide 
range of materials and techniques as you experiment and create art in this full day workshop. Ideal for 
beginners and intermediate students wishing to try new methods of working with traditional and non-
traditional materials. Course Fee: $115 includes $30 material fee. Limit: 15 students

26 dvsa.ca

“What more could you want in an art school? Great facility and 

fantastic teachers who provide advice and critique appropriate to your 

artistic abilities.”
  – Karen Gray



Botanical Art

27

Botanical Art is the scientifically accurate depiction of plant species while incorporating artistic 
components. This art form is both highly-detailed and specific in the rendering of plants’ form, colour 
and details. Internationally renowned botanical artist Margaret Best’s workshops allow students of 
all levels to explore the challenges of creating realistic drawings and paintings of seasonally-themed 
plants. Please note: although workshops typically specify a specific medium, Margaret teaches 
graphite, coloured pencil and watercolours. 

2A55 Drawing and Composition – Vegetable, Fruit or Flower: Exploring the Colour Red
Margaret Best, B.Ed.
Tuesday: November 19 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Learn to refine your observation skills and capture a drawing of a red vegetable, fruit or flower subject. 
Working In your choice of graphite or coloured pencil and with Margaret’s experienced instruction, 
you’ll take your drawings to a pleasing composition in preparation for a botanical study.  A variety of 
red plant subjects suited to the holiday season – pomegranates, winterberries, poinsettias – will be 
provided for inspiration. Suitable for all skill levels – newcomers to advanced. Beginners must start 
with this one day workshop in order to take the following 3 day program.  
Course Fee: $129 includes a $20 material fee. Limit: 15 students

2A56 A Study in Red – Vegetable, Fruit or Flower: Intermediate/Advanced
Margaret Best, B.Ed.
Wednesday: November 20 – Friday: November 22 (3 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Create a pleasing composition and learn how to move through the various stages of technique 
applications as you launch a small botanical study of your chosen subject. Discover the full range 
of red applications – from the subtle soft pinks to the full red vibrancy needed for depth of colour in 
shadows. Prerequisite: Beginners are required to have taken a previous Drawing and Composition 
workshop with Margaret. Course Fee: $359 includes a $20 material fee. Limit: 15 students
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2A57 Pottery for the Petrified 
Reid Flock

A: Saturday: September 21 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
B: Sunday: September 22 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
C: Sunday: December 1 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Wondering if the art of pottery is for you? Spend the day “pottering” in our ceramics studio and find 
out. You’ll get to explore working with slabs, coils and the wheel as you determine if this hands-on 
medium might be for you. Absolutely no experience required and clay and materials are all provided. 
Just show up and let it happen. Warning: pottery can be very addictive...  
Course Fee: $95 (Includes clay) Limit: 15 students

2A58 Introduction to Pottery
A: Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Richard Fisher, Sheridan College
B: Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Michael Collins, Penland School of Crafts, Georgian College
C: Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Catherine Weir, DVSA
D: Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Reid Flock
E: Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Reid Flock
F: Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Michael Collins, Penland School of Crafts, Georgian College

Learn the hand-forming techniques of working with clay, including pinch, coil, slab, and the potter’s 
wheel. Also covered are the basics of glazing and surface decoration. You’ll hone your skills while 
transforming your ideas into inspired, finished pottery. Suitable for all levels, adults and students 16+. 
*Section A please note: there will be no class on October 14*  
Course Fee: $349 includes a $50 firing & glazing fee. Clay extra. Limit: 15 students

2A59 Clay Freestyle
Reid Flock
Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
For all levels, this is a fun free-form open studio format where you can work on a variety of clay 
processes under the guidance and mentorship of the instructor. Handbuilding and/or working on the 
wheel – it’s all fair game. An underlying focus will be on exploring a variety of surface treatments, 
including slip trailing, masking and plaster mould surface constructions while considering colour 
and texture through stains, underglaze and pigments. Throughout the course, you’ll be guided in the 
development of a personal sense of style and by the later weeks, be encouraged to hone your skills 
for a final supportive critique. *Please note: there will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $349 
includes a $50 firing & glazing fee. Clay extra. Limit: 15 students

Richard Fisher

Richard is renowned for his finely crafted and functional pottery for everyday 
use. Having studied at Queen’s University and Sheridan College, he brings 
a balanced focus of precision and creative flow to the ceramics studio. 
Combine that vast experience with a fun, easy going manner and Monday 
pottery nights with Richard continue to be a hot ticket. 

dvsa.ca
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2A60 Good Morning Potters
Christie Gruppé, B.F.A., Sheridan College
Wednesday: September 25 – November 27 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
A morning class for all levels. Wake up your creative side as you learn the hand-forming techniques 
of working with clay such as pinching, coiling and soft slab construction to create your own ceramic 
pieces. The pottery wheels will also be open, ready for basics practice or more advanced throwing 
techniques as you shape your creations. Course Fee: $349 includes a $50 firing & glazing fee.  
Clay extra. Limit: 15 students

2A61 Pottery Studio Thursday 
Michael Collins, Penland School of Crafts, Georgian College
Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Whether you are a beginner who has always wondered about taking a pottery class or a seasoned 
potter who wants to tackle challenging projects, this class is a supportive environment in which to 
move your ideas forward. Spend the afternoon mastering the hand-forming techniques of working with 
clay and the potter’s wheel as you create your own ceramic pieces. Various forms of decoration and 
glaze firing will be explored, including raku firing. Course Fee: $349 includes a $50 firing & glazing 
fee. Clay extra. Limit: 15 students

2A62 Handbuilding 101 and Beyond
Christie Gruppé, B.F.A., Sheridan College
Friday: September 27 – November 29 (10 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Discover how to work with clay off the wheel as you explore your creative side and develop the 
dexterity and skill needed for the fine art of pottery. Learn to shape and form your clay ideas using 
coils, pinching, slabs and the extruder. Whether you are new to handbuilding or a seasoned potter, 
Christie’s self guided approach and expert tips and techniques will take your handbuilt work to the 
next level. Course Fee: $349 includes a $50 firing & glazing fee. Clay extra. Limit: 15 students
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2A63 Handbuilding with Paper Clay
Christie Gruppé, B.F.A., Sheridan College
Sunday: September 29 & Sunday: October 6 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Paper clay is a special clay with paper fibre blended into the mix, offering ceramic artists a far more 
varied working and making process than with standard clay. This is an opportunity to push your clay 
creations to new heights as we play with stretching the surface and explore building wet on wet, wet 
on dry and dry to dry. Paper clay, firing & glazing included. Course Fee: $195 includes $25 material 
and $10 firing fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A64 *NEW* Mouldmaking: The Art of the Multiple
Magdolene Dykstra, B.F.A., M.F.A.
Thursday: October 31 – November 21 (4 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Sometimes it takes more than one. This clay course is ideal for those looking to create ceramic pieces 
that require a decorative element produced in quantity – or for sculptors looking to develop artworks 
using multiples of a set piece. Using press molds as a sculptural tool, in Weeks 1 and 2, you’ll learn 
how to create your own cottle boards to make press molds from a sculpted template. In Weeks 3 and 
4, learn how to use your press mold to create textural detail on vessels or create sculptures that rely 
on repetition as a part of the design concept. Course Fee: $169 includes $10 material fee.  
Limit: 12 students  

2A65 Pottery Open Studio 
Students registered in the current term may take advantage of open studio times to continue 
developing their work and technique. Come for a single session or benefit from the discounted rate 
available by purchasing a 10 visit card (to be presented at the time you sign in). 

Want your studio time for free? Current students interested in monitoring in exchange for the open 
studio fees should contact the school at info@dvsa.ca to apply. Please indicate which sessions you 
wish to monitor and we’ll send you the details and an application. 

Please note: staff and faculty are currently working to find additional hours of open studio 
time between terms. Please check the Ceramics Studio blackboard for details  

as they become available. 

Dates: September 30 – November 22, 2019 (8 weeks)
Monday: 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. (Not available October 14)
Tuesday: 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Thursday: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
Friday: 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, October 4, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday, November 1, 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
 (Not available September 29, October 6 & October 27)
Cost: $15 per visit (includes HST) or 10 visit card: $99
Buy 3 cards and save 10%. (Not available online. Please call or visit the school for this offer).
Please note: we are unable to provide refunds or credits for lost or stolen pottery open studio cards.

“I recommend DVSA to others because it really is a fabulous 

community of great artistic energy.”  
– Pam King

dvsa.ca
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2A66 Portrait Modelling in Clay 
Wayne Moore, DVSA
Monday: September 23 – October 28 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Discover the satisfaction of creating in three dimensions as you construct and shape a portrait in clay 
using a live model for reference. All facets of the modelling process and portrait sculpture technique 
will be demonstrated and discussed. There’s plenty of group and individual instruction included. No 
previous sculpture experience is required, but students should have some basic drawing foundations. 
*Please note: there will be no class on October 14* Course Fee: $289 includes a $20 material fee, 
firing fee and 1 bag of clay. Limit: 10 students

2A67 *NEW* Modeling the Standing Figure with Drapery
Wayne Moore, DVSA
Monday: November 4 – December 2 (5 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
A special opportunity to develop your sculpting talents with a touch of flair as you shape a 1/5 life size 
standing figure or a 1/2 size torso in clay from a life model draped in flowing fabric. All facets of the 
modelling process and portrait sculpture technique will be demonstrated and discussed, including the 
depiction of folds in cloth. Plenty of group and individual instruction included. No previous sculpture 
experience is required, but students should have some basic drawing foundations.  
Course Fee: $289 includes model fee, a firing fee and 1 bag of clay.  Limit: 10 students

2A68  Introduction to Soapstone Carving 
John Novak
Thursday: October 3 – October 24 (4 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 
Back by popular demand! Discover the pleasure of carving soapstone, a very soft stone that can 
be shaped with simple hand tools. In this course, you’ll be introduced to the process of carving and 
finishing a basic soapstone carving. We’ll begin by selecting your stone, studying examples and 
reviewing the processes that will be used in the workshop. Throughout the classes, the tools and 
techniques to carve and finish your carving will be demonstrated and discussed as you work towards 
a finished piece. No prior carving experience is required and there’ll be plenty of group and individual 
instruction provided. Course Fee: $175 includes a $15 material fee for soapstone. Limit: 15 students

LEARN HOW TO USE PRESS MOLDS TO CREATE SCULPTURES THAT RELY ON REPETITION AS A 
PART OF THE DESIGN CONCEPT. SEE MOULDMAKING: THE ART OF THE MULTIPLE ON PAGE 30.

Sculpture
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2A69 Introduction to Digital Photography
A: Tuesday: September 24 – November 26 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Barry Gray
B: Thursday: September 26 – November 28 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Christopher McLeod, B.A., M.F.A.

In this beginner level course, you’ll develop a solid foundation by using your digital camera in class 
and receiving feedback on your photos. Fully understand shutter-speeds, apertures, ISO, histograms, 
focusing and the various exposure modes available to create better quality images. We’ll also cover 
how to safely transfer and backup your photos. Bring your camera, or if you are looking to purchase, 
hold off until after the first class as we’ll review various makes and models.  
Course Fee: $315 includes a $16.50 media lab fee. Limit: 12 students

2A70 Digital Photography 2: Building Towards Your Unique Visual Language and Style
Christopher McLeod, B.A., M.F.A.
Monday: September 23 – December 2 (10 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Apply the skills learned in Introduction to Digital Photography as you create a body of work that 
establishes the look and feel of photos that are uniquely yours. In this hands-on program, you’ll 
continue to evolve your work while improving your photo editing skills. The course will culminate 
with the production of a large format fine art photographic print. Prerequisite: Introduction to Digital 
Photography or instructor approval. *Please note: there will be no class on October 14*  
Course Fee: $315 includes a $16.50 media lab fee. Limit: 12 students

2A71 *NEW* Wide and Low, High and Tight Photographic Composition
Rick Kowalczykowski, Conestoga College
Saturday: September 28 (1 day) 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Spend a day learning how create an image – not just snapshots – as you apply the technical tools 
of photography to aid in dramatic, potentially award-winning compositions. We’ll do an overview on 
the fundamentals of composition and then look at lens effects, perspective control, and controlling 
symmetry and imbalance. Bring your digital camera, lenses, accessories and tripod. And, dress for  
the weather, as exploring downtown Dundas will be part of our practice.  
Course Fee: $79 Limit: 15 students

2A72 *NEW* An Introduction to Adobe Photoshop/RAW FILE Processing
Rick Kowalczykowski, Conestoga College
Sunday: October 13 (1 day) 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Turn a nice photo into a spectacular shot! The RAW file format on digital cameras captures all image 
data recorded by the sensor when you take a photo. Because no information is compressed, you’re 
able to produce higher quality images and there’s more flexibility to correct problems with a favourite 
photo. Learn more about the RAW file format and some Photoshop basics you can use to edit your 
RAW images for colour, exposure, photo retouching, image resolution and more. We’ll take some 
images in class and work with some of your favourite unedited photos on USB or SD media cards. 
Course Fee: $79 Limit: 12 students

Barry Gray

A senior photojournalist for The Hamilton Spectator, Barry possesses a 
wealth of knowledge about cameras and photography fundamentals. His 
courses aim to help students become comfortable with their cameras and 
master key principles such as composition and light that will take their 
photos to the next level. He is an active photo artist with work often featured 
in the Spectator and regional exhibitions. 

dvsa.ca
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2A73 Photography for the Technically Timid
Rick Kowalczykowski, Conestoga College
Sunday: November 3 (1 day) 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Frustrated with the camera controls and menus on your digital DSLR? This popular workshop 
is designed to help you understand how your camera works, making sense of the buttons and 
thumbwheels so photography is “a snap”! Fully understand your camera’s settings and modes plus 
learn about photo essentials such as exposure, shutter-speeds, apertures, ISO, focusing and best 
lighting practices. Plenty of practical demonstrations and hands-on camera time will give you more 
confidence when artfully shooting vacation memories, special events and more. Bring your camera, 
lenses and accessories. Course Fee: $79 Limit: 15 students

2A74 *NEW* Camera Apps: Photography & Editing On Your Phone or Tablet
Jennifer Finn, B.A., Sheridan College
Saturday: September 28 – October 19 (4 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Not quite ready to purchase a digital camera, but want to get the most out of the photographic 
potential of your phone or tablet? In this course, we’ll uncover the possibilities offered by these 
“cameras” along with how to optimize any shot by understanding photo fundamentals such as angles, 
composition and lighting. You’ll also develop a working familiarity with some popular photo editing 
apps like Snapseed that offer cropping, image enhancement, filters, retouching and more. Plus, we’ll 
look at your storage options so that your images are backed up and ready to work with as needed.  
All levels. Course Fee: $175 includes $15 material fee. Limit: 12 students 

2A75 *NEW* Introduction to Adobe Lightroom Classic 
Edward Eastman
Sunday: October 13 & Sunday: October 20 (2 days) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Time to dig in! Take your digital photo editing skills to the next level as you learn how to set up the 
Lightroom (LR) application, Colour Space, LR Catalogs and Preferences plus importing images and 
an overview of all seven LR Modules. Students must bring a Mac/PC laptop loaded with Lightroom 
Classic and be proficient with the computer’s operating system’s functionality. Each student will 
receive a detailed handout of the workshop’s content. Course Fee: $155 Limit: 15 students
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2A76 Printmaking for the Petrified
Laura Bromwich, Hons. B.A., D.T.A.T.I.
Saturday: November 23 (1 day) 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Curious about the art of printmaking, but feeling hesitant about the unknowns of this traditional 
technique? This one day workshop offers encouragement and simple, easy-to-follow steps for the 
absolute beginner printmaker. Spend a day in the print studio getting a feel for the process and working 
with various water-based print methods including mono-printing, silkscreening and relief techniques. 
After this warm-up session, you may feel ready to bring your ideas to a full beginners’ printmaking 
class. All materials included. Course Fee: $89 includes a $15 material fee. Limit: 12 students

2A77 Pop Up Printmaking
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Wednesday: October 2 – November 6 (6 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Working on small projects, we’ll explore various printmaking techniques and materials as we start our 
own Print Studio Pop-Up. See why this medium is swiftly gaining traction amongst artists looking to 
create multiples. Working on paper, you’ll create vivid art prints, experiment with building and printing 
collagraph and design a colourful set of cards/envelopes.  
Course Fee: $219 includes a $15 material fee. Limit: 12 students

2A78 Relief Printmaking Studio
Ralph Heather
Wednesday: October 2 – November 6 (6 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Create your own vibrant relief prints in both single and multiple colours using a variety of mediums like 
wood, linoleum and more. In a relaxed and informative studio atmosphere, we’ll explore the diverse 
opportunities for expression in this unique art form. Each class includes group demonstrations of a 
variety of techniques and materials, followed by an opportunity to create your own works with plenty  
of individual guidance and instruction. Suitable for all levels. 
Course Fee: $245 includes a $40 material fee. Limit: 12 students 

2A79 *NEW* Fabric Prints
Rebecca Hollett, B.F.A., O.C.A.D.
Saturday: November 16 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Design and create your own beautiful printed textiles. We’ll cover how to create silkscreen repeat 
patterns and make linoleum block prints on natural fabrics. We’ll also look at the process of making 
pillows, pencil cases and aprons out of your design fabric. Some background in printmaking is 
recommended, but not necessary. Course Fee: $109 includes a $25 material fee. Limit: 12 students

In The DVSA Gallery

DVSA Gallery is supported by 
incite Foundation for the Arts

SEPTEMBER With Sound of Hands

OCTOBER Faculty Exhibition

NOVEMBER The Pop Up Books of  
 Vojtech Kubasta

DECEMBER The Advanced Studio  
 Exhibition
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2A80 Silkscreen Studio 
Laura Bromwich, Hons. B.A., D.T.A.T.I.

A: Tuesday: October 1 – November 19  (8 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
B: Thursday: October 3 – November 21 (8 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Discover the versatility and unique characteristics of silkscreening using the latest non-toxic 
techniques. This course is suitable for both beginning and experienced screen printers. Beginners 
will learn a step-by-step method designed to inspire the creation of silkscreened projects. Returning 
students will explore more challenging ideas aimed at cultivating an advanced set of silkscreening 
skills. Course Fee: $265 includes a $25 material fee. Limit: 12 students

2A81 *NEW* Washi Paper Printing: Exploring Printmaking & Japanese Paper
Laura Bromwich, Hons. B.A., D.T.A.T.I.
Saturday: November 9 (1 day) 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Experiment with colour and patterns using Japanese washi papers and printmaking for cards and 
prints alike! You’ll first be guided through a process using washi paper and the chine-collé technique to 
create collaged backgrounds. Then you’ll experiment with the printmaking process to add complexity 
using text, stencils and line drawings. Each student will walk away with four hand-printed cards. This 
one day workshop provides set imagery and step-by-step processes in a relaxed and supportive setting 
– suitable for all levels, including beginners.  
Course Fee: $79 includes a $15 material fee. Limit: 12 students. 

Artwork by Laura Kolbasenko



Jewellery and Metalsmithing
2A82 *NEW* Jewellery Stone Setting 
Lucy Erskine
Sunday: October 20 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Create a striking sterling silver pendant as you learn about the art of stone setting. You’ll be guided in 
Lucy’s process of making and soldering a fine bezel to form a proper holding setting and then set your 
gemstone. All tools and materials provided by the instructor.  
Course Fee: $155 includes a $50 material fee. Limit: 10 students

2A83 Sterling Silver Bangle
Clare Pearson
Wednesday: November 6 – 27 (4 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Create a piece of sculpture for your wrist! In this four week workshop, traditional fabricating 
techniques will be covered as you hand-saw sheets of sterling silver, file, sand and finish your way to a 
bracelet with a unique clasp. Course Fee: $199 includes a $40 material fee. Limit: 12 students

2A84 *NEW* Garter Belt Bracelet
Marilyn Gardiner
Saturday: November 30 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Think sexy, sultry and feminine! The curvy pattern of this weave creates a flat, stylish bracelet that 
is fun to wear. You’ll learn the Garter Belt chainmail weave and chainmail basics. Class kits will 
be available to purchase and have all the materials with three metal options for this project – $28 
(Jeweller’s Bronze), $59 (Silver Filled), $103 (Argentium Sterling) plus HST.  
Course Fee: $45 Limit: 10 students

2A85 *NEW* Cleopatra Reigns Bracelet
Marilyn Gardiner
Saturday: November 30 (1 day) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
This elegant and classic jewellery piece consists of a flat weave with a row of shiny, round beads 
marching down the centre. It’s an ideal class for learning chainmail basics as you work with the 
“Cleopatra” Beginner chainmail weave. Class kits will be available to purchase and have all the 
materials with three metal options for this project – $27 (Copper), $32 (Jeweller’s Bronze), $90 
(Argentium Sterling) plus HST. Course Fee: $45 Limit: 10 students

2A86 *NEW* Balancing Act: An Elegant Steel Wire Necklace
Cindy Goldrick 
Sunday: November 17 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Using the sleek, industrial look of steel wire and the Now That’s a Jig!, you’ll shape an elegant 
neckwire balanced out with two elements that dangle from each beautifully curled end. Cindy will 
bring elements that you can wire wrap or add to each side, but you are welcome to bring your own 
found objects and mementoes to add. Course Fee: $99 includes $15 material fee. Limit: 10 students

Garter Belt Bracelet Balancing Art NecklaceJewellery Stone Setting

36



37

2A87 *NEW* Knitting with Wire
Cindy Goldrick 
Sunday: November 24 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Do you fondly remember spool knitting as a child? Here’s your chance to reconnect with this craft and 
add a new twist – wire! Your imagination will soar as we try different gauges and colours, add beads, 
textiles, felt and found objects to create one of a kind wearable art jewellery.  
Course Fee: $99 includes $15 material fee. Limit: 10 students

2A88 *NEW* Art History – Art and Revolution
Regina Haggo, B.A., M. Litt.

A: Monday: September 30 – November 25 (8 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. or
B: Friday: October 4 – November 22 (8 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  

In an age of profound social, political and technological changes, artists had to decide whether 
to embrace or reject modern life. This course will explore what happened, and why, in British and 
European art from around 1800 to around 1875. Lectures will be illustrated with slides and offer an 
entertaining, yet intelligent approach to art history. *Section A please note: there will be no class on 
October 14* Course Fee: $239 Limit: 30 students 

2A89 Calligraphy for Beginners
Aline Chan
Tuesday: October 1 – 29 (5 weeks) 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Try your hand at calligraphy – the art of beautiful writing. This ancient art form delivers an air of 
elegance and expressiveness to your correspondence, invitations and art designs, sure to delight your 
intended audience. In this course, you’ll learn about the history, tools and proper techniques and then 
set to work lettering beautiful envelopes, designing scrapbook layouts and writing invitations.  
Course Fee: $175 includes $5 material fee. Limit: 15 students

2A90 Papermaking 101 
Rebecca Hollett, B.F.A., O.C.A.D.
Sunday: September 29 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Discover the art of papermaking as we make our own papers from start to finish – perfect for personal 
cards, note paper and your art projects. We’ll explore making cotton watercolour paper and Abaca 
paper and get an introduction to the use of coloured papers including flower additives. Ideal for 
beginner to intermediate makers. Course Fee: $109 includes $25 material fee. Limit: 15 students 

2A91 *NEW* Artist’s Books
Rebecca Hollett, B.F.A., O.C.A.D.
Sunday: October 6 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Bring your favourite handmade and fine art papers/posters/prints and turn them into an artist’s book. 
In this workshop, you’ll learn how to bind your own books using new and traditional bookbinding 
making techniques. You’ll come away with your own beautiful and personal small notebook  
(5.5” × 3.5”) and a journal book (8”x 6”). Course Fee: $129 includes $40 material fee.  
Limit: 15 students 

Jewellery and Metalsmithing

Art History and Special Interest
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2A92 *NEW* From Paper to Books
Rebecca Hollett, B.F.A., O.C.A.D.
Sunday: November 3 – 24 (4 weeks) 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Start your journey transforming raw paper into your own artisanal papers. Next, we’ll transform these 
into gorgeous hand-bound books with exquisite covers and your own personal flourishes.  
Course Fee: $199 includes $40 material fee.  Limit: 15 students 

2A93 *NEW* Words and You: Writing the Image, Writing the Personal
Alexandra Oliver, M.A., M.F.A.
Sunday: November 3 – 24 (4 weeks) 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
How can we as artists use words to not only professionally promote our practices, but also unlock our 
hidden potential and enhance our understanding of the world as we know it? In this 4 week course, 
you’ll learn how to use journaling, prompts and free-writing to open blocked channels. We’ll explore 
poetry describing artworks and art writing for inspiration on how to successfully describe your work. 
Also to be covered will be preparing an effective artist’s CV and resume (not the same thing!), drawing 
up and editing artist’s bios and statements and refining editing skills for maximum effectiveness. 
Course Fee: $155 Limit: 15 students 

2A94 Introduction to Stained Glass
Teresa Seaton, B.F.A., Sheridan College
Monday: September 23 – October 7 (3 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
This workshop introduces the basics of working with stained glass. You’ll learn to cut, grind, foil, 
solder, patina and polish, and finish a 9-piece feather in three sessions. All materials and tools 
supplied. Course Fee: $175 includes a $50 material fee. Limit: 10 students.

2A95 Stained Glass Workshop
Siobhan Lynch

A: Leaves of Autumn: Sunday: September 22 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
B: Faces of Halloween: Sunday: October 13 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
C: Holiday Creations: Sunday: November 17 (1 day) 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Create your own stained glass artwork in this beginner level workshop. We’ll cover the basic steps 
of creating a beautiful stained glass work of art you can share with someone special (or keep it for 
yourself!). Explore the properties of glass with its many textures and colours and learn the essential 
techniques to make a striking piece of glass art. All tools and materials will be provided.  
Course Fee: $119 includes a $35 material fee. Limit: 10 students 

2A96 4x4 – Get Creative For The Holidays 
Nancy Benoy, B.A.
Thursday: November 7 – 28 (4 weeks) 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
It’s a maker’s dream! Four weeks – four different projects designed to produce artful personal gifts for 
the holidays. Sessions for all levels include custom wrapping paper and gift tags, vibrant watercolour 
cards, wood panel stencil and painting and colourful clay jewelry or succulent holders. Everyone’s 
going to want to be on your gift giving list… Course Fee: $179 includes a $20 material fee.  
Limit: 15 students

2A97 Applying For Exhibitions
George Wale, B.A., M.Ed.
Friday: September 27 (1 day) 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
If you want an exhibition, you need to present yourself and your artwork like a pro. In this highly 
focussed workshop, discover how to ensure your portfolio, CV, artist statement and images are what 
jurors, curators and gallery owners are looking for. Discover the who/what/where/when and how of 
“getting the show!” FREE. Advance registration required. Limit: 25 students
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The Advanced Studio in Fine Art

2A98 *NEW* Linear Perspective: Top Ten Tips
George Wale, B.A., M.Ed.
Friday: September 27 (1 day) 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Perspective can make or break an artwork. From point of view to the type of line you make, there are 
a range of approaches that can help ensure the perspective you present is what you’re aiming for. 
Join George for this fast and friendly overview as he takes you through his top ten tips, tricks and 
strategies to ensure success in creating the illusion of depth in the “picture plane.”  
FREE. Advance registration required. Limit: 25 students

2A99 Words, Words, Words: Writing an Artist’s Bio and Statement Workshop
Alexandra Oliver, M.A., M.F.A.
Sunday: September 29 (1 day) 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
When you’re a visual artist, finding the right words to express yourself can be excruciating. But, help 
is here! In this quick workshop, you’ll examine the difference between an Artist’s Bio and Artist’s 
Statement and explore tips, tricks and strategies to get you to the core of what you need and want 
to express about your artwork, history, inspiration and process. You’ll produce a rudimentary artist’s 
biography and statement and get valuable resources to help you describe—and promote—yourself 
and your work. FREE. Advance registration required. Limit: 20 students

2A100 Your Art Is Great! Let’s Get It Noticed: Marketing Tips For Artists
Keir Overton, B.A.A.
Sunday: September 29 (1 day) 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Websites, social media, networking – there’s so many tools and methods available to get your art in 
front of an audience. But, how do you do it right? In this workshop, we’ll look at easily implementable 
tips and tricks – some digital, some not – that you can use to get your work noticed, build a following 
and attract new buyers for your work. FREE. Advance registration required. Limit: 30 students

John Wilkinson, N.D.D., R.A.S. (Dist)
Designed for students that have acquired specific interests in the visual arts and established a level 
of skill, the Advanced Studio offers encouragement, challenges and the opportunity to broaden your 
awareness in order to reach your higher goals and aspirations. Students are assigned their own 
individual work space and provided with a collective exchange of ideas, knowledge and experiences. 
The course requires at least four days commitment per week. 

More detailed information about The Advanced Studio, including a program overview, pricing 
and the application process, is available at www.dvsa.ca/advanced-studio or by emailing 
advancedstudio@dvsa.ca. 

Art History and Special Interest
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Let’s Get Registered.
Registering for a course at DVSA is easy.  
To avoid disappointment, we recommend registering early.

Online
www.dvsa.ca. 

By Phone
Call the school at  
905-628-6357 #0 to speak 
with our DVSA team.

In Person
Visit the DVSA front desk at 21 Ogilvie St. in
Dundas (at the corner of Hatt St.). 

Fall Office & Gallery Hours are:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Closed for Thanksgiving, October 14, 2019

REGISTER EARLY & WIN!
Sign up by 4:00 p.m. on August 1, 2019 and you could win your fall 
class/workshop for FREE! Students who register before the deadline will 
automatically be entered in a draw to win one free class/workshop. Visit 
www.dvsa.ca or call us today at 905-628-6357 #0 before August 1 with 
your class selections. Good luck!

Need Guidance On Choosing A Course?
If you’re uncertain where to begin or continue your artistic journey, give us a 
call and we’ll advise on selecting the right course for your level and interest.

Payment
Full payment is required at the time of registration. DVSA accepts cash, 
Visa, Mastercard and Interac. 

Students 65 and over receive a 10% discount off tuition for all full term 
courses. Discounts must be requested by student when registering and we 
may ask for verification. 
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Materials
Materials for all adult classes are to be provided by the student, unless 
otherwise stated. Course material lists and necessary information will be 
emailed prior to the first class and/or made available on the DVSA website. 
Materials for children’s classes are included, unless otherwise stated.

Age Requirements
Adult classes are intended for students ages 16+. Students under the 
age of 16 must receive permission from the Executive Director and course 
instructor before enrolling. Unfortunately, we are not licensed to provide art 
programming for children under the age of 4 years.

Parking
There is on-street parking around the school and a municipal lot located on 
Hatt Street, half a block west of the school.

Refunds, Withdrawals & Transfers

We offer full refunds on cancelled classes.

Students may transfer classes at any time, however a processing fee of 
$15.00 + HST per transfer will be applied.

Withdrawals at the student’s request are subject to a processing fee of 
$25.00 + HST. Tuition is refunded or credited to account for withdrawals as 
follows:

• Prior to start of course/workshop: 100% tuition
• After first class (attended or not): 75% tuition
• After second class (attended or not): 50% tuition

After the third class, we are no longer able to offer refunds or credits

Should you request to withdraw from a class or workshop, please 
be aware the registration fee, model and/or material fees + HST are 
non-refundable.

Please review our full Policies, Procedures and Fine Print on our 
website at dvsa.ca/policies.
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Artist Talks
Julia Veenstra
Tuesday, October 22 – 10:30 a.m.
“I try sometimes to tone it down, sometimes I can, but the intense colours usually 
make their way to the top!” Julia Veenstra’s work is found in collections around the 
world. As a painter, her work is full of texture and movement. Trained in Illustration at 
Sheridan College, Julia’s medium of choice is acrylic with her work being known for 
its immediacy and bright colours. She has also developed a thriving micro-industry 
called the Wild Hope Artisan Project with women artisans in East Africa to create high-quality, fair-trade 
handicrafts for sale in Canada. She has developed a product line based on her artwork and is the illustrator 
of the children’s book, “Look at Those Cows!” Learn more about Julia and her work at juliaveenstra.com.

Dagmar Vrkljan on Vojtěch Kubašta
Sunday, November 17 – 1:00 p.m.
DVSA artist, Dagmar Vrkljan, speaks about the work, influence and legacy of her 
father, renowned Czech artist Vojtěch Kubašta, whose three dimensional “pop-up 
book” books have been published in over 22 languages with over 35 million copies 
sold worldwide. 

Vojtěch Kubašta (pronounced: Voy-tek Kubash-ta) graduated with a degree in architecture in 1938, yet his 
career as a professional architect was short. From the early 1940s, he worked as a commercial artist, and 
as a graphic book designer, his illustrations became increasingly popular. He was involved in designing 
advertising materials for Czechoslovakian products abroad, but for the Christmas season, he designed and 
illustrated many crèches that were exported all over the world. In 1956, he designed his first fairy tale pop-
up book, Little Red Riding Hood. During the years that followed, Vojtěch’s three dimensional books made 
him a best-selling designer and illustrator. 

This talk coincides with an accompanying exhibition in the DVSA Gallery and will feature samples of 
Vojtěch’s work.

Magdolene Dykstra
Tuesday, November 19th – 10:30 a.m.
A desire to understand my place in the universe drives my work. Using sculpture 
and drawing, my work meditates on the sublime multiplicity of the human 
experience. The questions in my work stem from spiritual concerns, using abstract 
means to delve into abstract ideas. 

Magdolene Dykstra is a contemporary clay sculpture artist, living in the Niagara region. A first generation 
Egyptian-Canadian, she received her B.Sc. and B.A. from Houghton College, her M.Sc.Ed. from Niagara 
University and her M.F.A. from Virginia Commonwealth University. Magdolene has participated in residencies 
at York University in York, England and at the Medalta Historic Clay District in Medicine Hat, Alberta. She was 
invited to participate in an Artists-Invite-Artists Residency at the Watershed Center for Arts and Crafts in 
Newcastle, Maine. Her work has been exhibited internationally, in museums and galleries, and is included in 
collections around the world. She is a passionate artist-educator, teaching at secondary and post-secondary 
levels. Learn more about Magdolene and her work at magdolenedykstra.com.



Listen for your name to be drawn and then choose your 
favourite from over 150 stunning art pieces all showcased  

in a little black frame. 

Created by established and emerging artists, you won’t know 
who made your masterpiece until it’s in your hands.  

Cocktails - Hors d’oeuvres - Music - Art - Mystery  

Proceeds from this event will help support DVSA’s 
groundbreaking hands-on art programs for participants of all 

ages and backgrounds 

Tickets on sale in September at the school and www.dvsa.ca.
Watch for the announcement! 

Tickets are limited and sell out quickly –  
don’t wait or they’ll be gone.

Fall’s most creative art party is back! 
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There’s an artist 
in all of us.

Register online  
@ dvsa.ca


